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SPECIAL NOTICE.—lIt is particularly requested that Members will give notice to the 
Hon. Secretary of any error in thew addresses or descriptions in this List in order 
that it may be corrected. 

The date attached to each name is that of the year of election or restoration to the 
Membership. 
* Life Members. 
** Hon. Life Members. 


PRESIDENT 
1912 Ezra, Avrrep, O.B.E., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; Foxwarren Park, Cobham, 
Surrey. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 


1916 Detacour, Jean, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; The American Museum of 
Natural History, Central Park West at 79th Street, New York 24; 
New York, U.S.A. 
1906 Hopkinson, Emilius, C.M.G., D.S.O., M.A., M.R.C.S., M.B.Oxon, 
F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; Wynstay, Balcombe, Sussex. 
KnosBeEL, Miss E. Maun, F.Z.S., M.R.I. ; 86 Regent’s Park Road, London, 


N.W. 1. 


Lewis, J. SPEDAN, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; Longstock House, Stockbridge, 
Hants. 


Setu-Smitn, Davin, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; “ Brabourne,” 7 Poyle Road, 
Guildford, Surrey. 


HONORARY MEMBERS 
AmsLerR, Maurice, M.B., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., F.Z.S.; Delmonden 


Manor, Hawkhurst, Kent. 


Barciay-SmitTH, Miss Puyuus, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; 51 Warwick Avenue, 
London, W. 9. 

CRANDALL, Leg S., C.M.Z.S. ; New York Zoological Society, 185th Street 
and Southern "Boulevard, "New York, 60, N.Y., U.S.A. 

DerRscHEID, JEAN-PieRRE, F.Z.S.; Armendy, Sesessheck (Brabant), 
Belgium. 

pE SoutHorr, Georces, C.M.Z.S.; 9-11 Via S. Spirito, Florence, Italy. 


Lenpon, ALAN, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S., F.R.A.C.S.; 66 Brougham Place, 
North Adelaide, South Australia. 


MEMBERS 
Apams, Mrs. Rutu ; 6817 State Street, Huntington Park, California, 
U.S.A. 


ADAMSON, REGINALD Maurice; c/o Zoological Society of London, 
Whipsnade Park, Nr. Dunstable, Beds. 


ApLarp, Major J. E., F.L.S., F.Z.S., F.R.G.S. ; 8 Princes Street, West- 
minster, S.W. 1. 


ALDER, Epwarp ; 49 Swinburne Road, Abingdon, Berks. 
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Avprerson, Mrs. H. G.; 146 Regent’s Park Road, London, N.W. 1. 
A.person, P. Howarp ; 110 King’s Court Road, Streatham, S.W. 16. 
ALLEN, Miss GERALDINE RussELL ; Davenham Hall, Northwich, Cheshire. 


ALLEN, M. T., M.A., F.Z.S. ; Ravenswood, 42 Watford Road, Northwood, 
Middlesex. 


Auutson, N. G. ; Duxhurst Cottage, Langley Lane, Ifield, Nr. Crawley, 
Sussex. 


ALSAKER, Dr. Norman S.; 8th Floor, Wyoming, 175 Macquarie Street, 
Sydney, Australia. 


ANDERSON, ALISTER ; Woodside, Beith, Ayrshire. 


Anperson, A. R., F.R.H.S. ; 45 Wigorn Road, Bearwood, Smethwick 41, 
Staffs. 


Anperson, A. W.; “ Cranett,”’ 1 Stanley Piace, Dunbar, East Lothian. 


*ANDERSON, J. W. H.; ‘‘ Roukenglen,” 381 Musgrave Road, Durban, 
South Africa. 


ApPELMAN, Dr. F. J. ; Boreelstraat 7, The Hague, Holland. 
APPLEYARD, R. ; Ixworth, Nr. Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 
Auburn, F. W., F.Z.S. ; Willow Creek, Arkley Lane, Arkley, Herts. 


Bacon, Miss Frances E. ; Little Morven, Dormansland, Surrey. 

Bartey, E. H.; St. Ronan’s, Rockbarton, Galway, Eire. 

Bairp, W. G. ; 109 Russell Street, Palmerston North, New Zealand. 
Baker, Mrs. C. M. ; 52 Strathbrook Road, Streatham, S.W. 16. 
BaMFrorD, WILLIAM ; Bridgecroft, 70 Kent Road, Harrogate. 

Banks, GEOFFREY ; Oakwood Lodge, Sutton Road, Barr Beacon, Walsall. 
Barcitay, Evetyn W.; Colney Hall, Norwich. 


Bar.ass, J. C.; “ Langdale,” Bellingham Road, Lytham St. Annes, 
Lancs. 


BarNnarD, T. T., M.C., M.A., F.Z.S. ; Furzebrook, Wareham, Dorset. 
BARNARD-HankKEY, M. ; Plush, Dorset. 

Barr, Tuomas ; Beanscroft, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. 

Baty, I.; 21 North Road, Ponteland, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Baver, Dr. Herman, M.D.; Beethovenstrasse 5, Beuel-Bonn, Rhine, 
Germany. 


Beat, J. C.; “‘ Greenways,” 119 Station Road, Glenfield, Leicester. 
Beaucuamp, P. W., F.Z.S.; 16 Chantry Lane, Bromley, Kent. 
*Beprorp, H.G. THE Duke or ; Crowholt, Woburn, Bletchley, Bucks. 


Beever, G.; High Croft, Wakefield Road, Upper Cumberworth, 
Huddersfield. 


Bett, W. Dennis ; Basset Manor, Checkendon, Oxon. 

Betiars, C. G. ; 55 Riley Road, Overport, Durban, South Africa. 
Benjamin, E. F. ; Sunny Cot, Trowbridge Road, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts. 
Bennett, J. C., F.Z.S.; 24 Rectory Gardens, Worthing, Sussex. 
Bennett, Mrs. J. C.; 24 Rectory Gardens, Worthing, Sussex. 
Berpinner, R. W.; 160 East Park Road, Leicester. 

BeREsForD-Wess, G. M.; Norbryght, South Godstone, Surrey. 
Berrince, Mrs. E. W. ; Bydews Place, East Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent. 
Best, R., F.Z.S. ; Langdale, 42 Petitor Road, Torquay. 


*BHAVNAGAR, Prince SAHEB DHARMAKUMARSINHJ! OF ; Dil Bahar, Bhav- 
nagar State, India. 


BincuaM, J. P. ; Bulls Head Hotel, Market Place, Leicester. 
Bircu, P. A., F.Z.S.; “ Avian Vale,’’ Dodford, Nr. Bromsgrove, Worcs. 
Birrei, Mrs. J. Datziet ; Green Hill House, Otford, Kent. 
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BirTLes, ALBERT ; 169 Royds Street, Rochdale, Lancs. 
BLACKBURN, FRANK ; Lower Hall, Kirkheaton, Huddersfield. 
Bianp, W. P. ; 3 Station Approach, Meols, Hoylake, Cheshire. 


Bock, S.; Rainbow Aviaries, 31 Dundurn Place, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada. 


Bosrinskoy, Count, M.B.O.U. ; 7 Penywern Road, London, S.W. 5. 
BonNER, Miss Kay ; 61 Chase Road, Oakwood, N. 14. 

Bonny, J. W. ; Springfield, 166 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool, Lancs. 
Boosgy, E. J., F.Z.S. ; Brambletye, Keston, Kent. 

Borsipce, Harry M. ; Innisfail, Sunbury, Victoria, Australia. 


BourKE, Hon. Mrs. G.; Rotherend, Rotherfield Road, Henley-on- 
Thames. 


Bow gs, D., B.Sc., F.Z.S. ; Zoological Park, Murrayfield, Edinburgh 12. 
Brappick, B. ; 9 Mayfield, Moss Road, Askern, Doncaster. 

BrapForD, P. A. ; 102 St. Katherines Road, Exeter. 

Brain, William, F.Z.S.; Haynes, 30 Rushworth Road, Reigate, Surrey. 


BreEsE, Paut L. ; Honolulu Zoo, Kapiolani Park, Honolulu 15, Territory 
of Hawaii. 


Briccs, T. ; Morcote, Moor Lane, Hutton, Nr. Preston, Lancs. 

BricuTt, R. W.; 190 Kingston Road, Staines, Middx. 

Brock, Dona.p S. ; 5840 Seminary Court, Oakland 5, California, U.S.A. 
Bronson, J. L. ; 617 West 143 Street, New York 31, N.Y., U.S.A. 
Brookes, Miss F. C. ; Massam Hall, Old Leake, Boston, Lincs. 


BrouGHuTon, Major the Hon. Henry, F.Z.S. ; Bakenham House, Engle- 
field Green, Surrey. 


Brown, E. J. ; 29 Dean Road, Bitterne, Southampton. 

Brown, RAtpu ; The Pleasants, Aberdour, Fife, Scotland. 

Brown, Dr. REGINALD B. ; 6 Barker Street, Newcastle, N.S.W., Australia. 
Brown, W. FERRIER ; 85 Yew Tree Road, Southborough, Kent. 
Brunton, J. D.; Inveresk Lodge, Musselburgh, Scotland. 

BRUYNEEL, J. ; Domaine de Steynockerzeel, Régie, Belgium. 


Bryce, Mrs. Peter Cooper; Florestal, Hope Ranch, Santa Barbara, 
Calif., U.S.A. 


BucHANAN, A. ; Viewbank, 33 Townhill Road, Dunfermline. 
BuckINGHAM Jones, C., LL.M. ; Dibrugarh, Assam, India. 


BuckNALL, Dovuc.as S., F.Z.S. ; Quinta da Bemposta, Piedade, Sintra, 
Portugal. 


Burais, Brian ; “ Eatonvale,’’ Eatonvale Road, Tinana, via Maryborough, 
Queensland, Australia. 

Busu, D. B. ; 16 Langer Street, Banksia, N.S.W., Australia. 

*Bute, The Most Hon. the Marquess of, M.B.O.U.; Kames Castle, Isle of 

Bute, Scotland. 

BuTEYN, JEROME ; San Luis Rey, Calif., U.S.A. 

Buxton, J. Leavestey, F.Z.S.; Brightlea, 227 Streetsbrook Road, 
Solihull, Birmingham. 


CaLLEAR, W.; 40 Portland Road, Oxford. 
Campey, A. D.; 117 Grovehill Road, Beverley, Yorks. 


Carr, Percy; Ormond Lodge, Newbold-on-Stour, Nr. Stratford-on- 
Avon. 


Carter, W.; P.O. Box 49, Vereeniging, South Africa. 


.ARTWRIGHT, K. G. ; “* The Gables,” 10 Brick-Kiln Street, Quarry Bank, 
Nr. Brierley Hill, S. Staffs. 
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Cave, Lt.-Col. F. O. ; Stoner Hill, Petersfield, Hants. 
CEDERSTROM, Baroness ; March Hare Lodge, Newmarket. 
Cuapwick, Burnard ; Longsight Lodge, Redgate Lane, Manchester 12. 


1932 *CHaAPLIN, The Right Hon. the Viscount, F.Z.S. ; 35 York House, Turk’s 


Row, S.W. 3. 


1899**CHAWNER, Miss E. F., F.Z.S. ; Leckford Abbas, Stockbridge, Hants. 


1930 


1914 
1945 
1949 
1942 
1950 
1938 


1949 
1947 


1950 


1942 
1950 
1925 
1947 
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1946 
1949 
1929 
1949 
1948 
1928 


1939 
1950 
1946 
1949 
1937 
1948 
1950 


1932 
1927 


1941 
1934 
1948 
1950 
1949 


1917 
1948 
1950 
1903 


Cuicuester, Mrs. H. G.; Galgorm Castle, Ballymena, Co. Antrim, N. 
Ireland. 


Curistiz, Mrs. G. ; Kellas, By Elgin, Morayshire. 

CLARENCE, Capt. A. A. ; Nunton House, Nr. Salisbury. 

Crark, G. T., “‘ Maidsmere,”’ Finstall, Bromsgrove, Worcs. 

Criark, Mrs. G. T., F.Z.S. ; ** Maidsmere,”’ Finstall, Bromsgrove, Worcs. 
Crayton, T. L.; 75 Park Road, Hampton Hill, Middx. 


Cements, O. E., L.D.S., R.C.S.(Eng.) ; 15 Mercers Road, Holloway 
Road, N. 19. 


C.emitson, J. W.; 25 St. Paul’s Gardens, Whitley Bay, Northumberland. 


Coops, R. A. H., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.; The Zoological Museum, Tring, 
Herts. 


Coomss, E. W., F.Z.S.; ‘‘ The Woodlands,’’ Walderslade Road, Nr. 
Chatham, Kent. 


Corwin, Sau C. ; 165 Broadway, New York 6, New York, U.S.A. 
Cowarp, D. M. ; 34 Devonshire Buildings, Wellsway, Bath. 

Cow.ey, H.; The Manor House, Bubbenhall, Nr. Coventry. 
Cow.isHaw, A. G. ; The Chalet, Aylesbury Street, Bletchley, Bucks. 
Cox, Mrs. B., F.Z.S. ; Barncrosh, Castle Douglas, Scotland. 
Crewes, T.; “‘ Walton Croft,”” Manor Way, Beckenham, Kent. 
Crocker, FRANK ; 26 Hyde Road, Paignton. 

Crorts, Ropert T.; 85 Reeves Avenue, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs. 
Cronz, G. H.; “‘ Vyverhof,” Lage Vuursche, Holland. 

Cummincs, W. D. ; Danescombe, Calstock, Cornwall. 

Cura, L., F.Z.S. ; Water End, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 


Dasner, P. L.; 56 Arkwright Road, Sanderstead, Surrey. 

Dacc, S.; Palace Court Hotel, Bournemouth. 

DALBORG-JOHANSEN, J. ; Dyrlaege, Graabrodreplads 6, Odense, Denmark. 
Daucety, C. T., M.B.O.U. ; Radnall Mill, Baldock, Herts. 

Da.iow, F., M.B.E. ; 13 Hillingdon Road, Stretford, Manchester. 
Danuier, M. F. ; 182 Chaussee de Charleroi, Brussels, Belgium. 


Darman, H. J., F.Z.S., F.R.H.S.; 44 Fraser Road, Walthamstow, 
London, E. 17. 


Darnton, Mrs. I. ; Sissinghurst Court, Cranbrook, Kent. 


Davis, Sir Goprrey, I.C.S., F.Z.S.; 26 Hillway, Holly Lodge Estate, 
Highgate, N. 6. 


Davis, H. H. ; Little Stoke, Patchway, Bristol. 

Davis, MAuco” ; 904 11th Street S.E., Washington 3, D.C., U.S.A. 
Day, Epwarp B. ; Hill House, Tetbury, Gloucester. 

Day, J. N. E., M.Sc., Ph.D. ; 18 Home Wood Road, St. Albans, Herts. 


DE Cooman, Rev. H. J. J.; 1 Pontstraat, St. Martens-Leerne, Oost 
Vlaanderen, Belgium. 


Decoux, A. ; Géry, Aixe-sur-Vienne, Haute-Vienne, France. 

DE GOEDEREN, G. ; Orteliuskade 74, Amsterdam, Holland. 

DE Jonc, L.; Plantage Kerklaan 40, Amsterdam, Holland. 
Dennis, Mrs. H. E. ; Lower Nash, Nutbourne, Pulborough, Sussex. 
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1930 DE Pass, GeraALp V., F.Z.S.; The Old Kennels, Satwell, Nr. Henley- 
on-Thames. 


1932 DE PLEDGE, Miss Beryt Isapet, F.Z.S.; 9 Beaufort Mansions, Beaufort 
Street, Chelsea, S.W. 3 

1948 Desar1, PRapyuMAN K.; Takhteshwar Plot, Bhavnagar Saurashtra, India. 

1945 Dexter, J. E.. M.M.; Lamorna, Ongar Road, Pilgrims Hatch, Nr. 
Brentwood, Essex. 

1948 Dorsey, Miss Vircinia ; 37 Grosvenor Square, W. 1. 


1949 Dominick, Georce D.; 13 Nokomis Circle, Knoxville 16, Tennessee, 
U.S.A. 


1924 *Doory, Tuomas L. S. ; Whimbrel, Kirklake Road, Formby, Nr. Liverpool. 
1945 Dovuctas, R. J. ; 94 Cathedral Road, Cardiff. 

1947. Dover, G. W.; 12 Trinity Terrace, Abergavenny, Mon. 

1947 Drino, W. T., F.Z.S. ; 12 East Park Street, Chatteris, Cambs. 

1947 Durour, Col. Joun ; 167 Avenue de Belgique, Antwerp, Belgium. 

1939 Dutanrty, Brian H., F.Z.S.; Fisheries Cottage, Chorley Wood, Herts. 
1922 Dunmore, Oscar E.; 22 Kingsway Road, Leicester. 

1930 Dunster, Capt. J. E. ; Bucklebury Village, Nr Reading, Berks. 

1927 Duyzenp, P. ; Koppelweg 151, Huize, “‘ Casarca,” Zeist, Holland. 


1936 Eaves, W. L., F.Z.S.; The Nook, Eastern Green Road, Coventry, 
Warwickshire. 

1949 ELEEN, T. ; 29 Desborough Crescent, West Derby, Liverpool. 

1926 Exwes, Mrs. Rospert ; Little Congham, King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 

1949 ENEHjELM, C. aF ; Hégholmens Djurgard, Helsingfors, Finland. 

1935 ENGELBACH, Dr. PieRRE ; 64 rue Saint-Denis, Colombes (Seine), France. 

1950 Evans, F. J., F.Z.S. ; 51 Brunswick Road, Leyton, E. 10. 

1929 Evans, Miss JOAN ; Townsend, Middle Wallop, Hants. 


1950 Evans, R. E., M.B., Ch.B. ; 27 Hillhouse Street, Balornock, Glasgow, N. 


1949 Fancutt, Frank, F.Z.S. ; 86 Linden Drive, Alvaston, Derby. 

1946 Faupe.t, C. L. ; 2 Churchill Avenue, Ajax, Ontario, Canada. 

1950 Fett, J.; 34 St. Faith’s Street, Lincoln. 

1948 Fenton, H., F.Z.S. ; 48 Porchester Terrace, London, W. 2. 

1948 Frevp, H. C.; 79 Weoley Park Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham, 29. 

1950 Frerke, Frep G.; 602 Point Basse Avenue, Nekoosa, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 

1950 Frervaryn, J.; Karel Oomstraat 24, Antwerp, Belgium. 

1950 FisuHer, A.; 25 Drapers Field, Coventry. 

1945 Froop, Cepric L., F.Z.S.; The Royal Zoological Society of Ireland, 
Phoenix Park, Dublin. 

1935 Froyp, J. F. M., B.A., M.B.O.U. ; High Bridge Mill, Cuckfield, Sussex. 

1948 Focc, H.; 7 Elmbridge Road, Perry Barr, Birmingham. 

1925 Fooxs, F. E.; Cléres, Seine Inférieure, France. 

1932 Fooxs, H. A. ; Kestrels, Holmshurst, Burwash, Sussex. 

1937. Foster, H. F. B. ; Park House, Drum Oak, Aberdeenshire. 

1933. FRAYNE, RALPH; 50 Cantley Lane, Bessacarr, Doncaster. 

1945 FREEMAN, CHARLES R., F.Z.S.; The Caversham Aviaries, 7 Valentine 
Crescent, Caversham, Reading, Berks. 

1950 Frivinc, W.; Eikelenberg, Brasschaat, Nr. Antwerp, Belgium. 

1950 Frost, R.; The Gravels, Station Road, Brimington, Chesterfield. 

1908 Frost, WitFreD J. C. ; c/o Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, 
London, N.W. 8. 

1947 Frostick, W. B.; 26 Minster Precincts, Peterborough, Northants. 

1929 Furner, A. C.; Oakdene, 115 Whitaker Road, Derby. 
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1945 
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1949 
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1950 
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1926 
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1946 


1947 


1917 
1928 


1908 
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Gapp, J. A. ; 75 Holly Road, Aldershot, Hants. 
GALLAND, JoHN F.; c/o Standard Bank of S. Africa, Pietermaritzburg, 
Natal, South Africa. 


Garpner, A. H.; 21 Kingsland Road, Strathfield, Sydney, N.S.W., 
Australia. 


Garpner, E.; c/o Grindlay’s Bank, Ltd., Mint Road, P.O. Box 93, 
Bombay, India. 


Gary, F. L. ; Crosswicks, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

Gask, Miss D., F.Z.S. ; ‘‘ Twa Noon,” Lincoln Road, Chalfont-St.-Peter, 
Bucks. 

Gaunt, M. W.; 48 Ainsdale Road, Western Park, Leicester. 

GAUNTLETT, Puitip W. ; Bury Farm, Hertingfordbury, Herts. 

GEERTSEMA, Major C. C.; Boschwyk, Soestdyk, Holland. 

GeEmMMILL, JoHN ; Aikenhead, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. 

*GERARD, Hon. Rosert, M.B.O.U.; Blakesware, Ware, Herts. 

Guic1, Professor ALESSANDRO, C.M.Z.S., M.B.O.U. ; Labarotio di Zoologia 
— Alla Caccia, Universita di Bologna, S. Giacomo 9, Bologna, 

taly. 

Gisss, Dennis G. ; 49 Portland Road, Toton, Beeston, Notts. 

Gipson, R. H.; RR 2, Box 336, St. Helena, California, U.S.A. 

Givsert, W. O., F.Z.S. ; 31 Douglas Road, Luton, Beds. 

Gitpert, Mrs. W. O., F.Z.S.; 31 Douglas Road, Luton, Beds. 

Gut, J. M. ; 20 Lancaster Road, Southall, Middx. 

GILLEN, JOHN ; Ballycraigy, Ballymena, Co. Antrim, N. Ireland. 

GLENIsTER, A. G., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. ; The Barn House, East Blatchington, 
Seaford, Sussex. 

GLENN, Mrs. Eva ; c/o Justrite Pet Foods, Ltd., P.O. Box 39, Station B., 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 

Guover, Percy H., F.Z.S. ; Broadlands, Fareham, Hants. 

Gopwin, J. H.; 21 Vincent Road, Osterley, Isleworth, Middx. 

Goetz, L. DALE ; 113 So. St. Louis Avenue, Chicago 24, Illinois, U.S.A. 


Gomm, F. A. ; The Cave, Amersham Road, Hazlemere, High Wycombe, 
Bucks. 


Goopa.L, A. W.; 33 Stuart Avenue, Hunts Cross, Liverpool. 

Goopwin, Derek, M.B.O.U. ; Toft, Monk’s Road, Virginia Water, Surrey. 

Goopwin, Tom ; ‘‘ Aves,’”’ Kiln Lane, Ripley, Surrey. 

Gorpon, Mrs. Beatrice Hoop Cragson, F.Z.S. ; Cluny Castle, Mony- 
musk, Aberdeen. 

Gos.inG, E. T. A. ; 15 Falstaff Road, Shirley, Birmingham. 

*GossE, Lapy ; Aldgate, South Australia. 

Goucu, L. ; 101 Claypit Lane, West Bromwich, Staffs. 
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Rules of the Avicultural Society 


Last amended, 8th March, 1950. 


1.—The name of the Society shall be THe Avicutturat Society, and its 
object shall be the study of Foreign and British Birds in freedom and in captivity. 
Poultry, Pigeons, and Canaries shall be outside the scope of the Society. The 
year of the Society, with that of each volume of the Society’s Magazine, which 
shall be known as the AvicuLTURAL MaGazing, shall commence with the month 
of January and end on the 31st December following. 


2.—The Avicultural Society shall consist of Ordinary, Life, and Honorary 
Members, and the last shall be restricted in number to ten, and be elected by 
the Council. 


3.—The Officers of the Society shall be elected, annually if necessary, by 
members of the Council in the manner hereinafter provided, and shall consist of 
a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary-Treasurer, an Assistant 
Secretary, an Editor, and a Council of fifteen members. The President, Vice- 
Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor shall be ex officio 
Members of the Council. 


4.—New Members shall be proposed in writing, and the name and address 
of every person thus proposed, with the name of the Member proposing him 
shall be published in the next issue of the Magazine. Unless the candidate shall 
within two weeks after the publication of his name in the Magazine, be objected 
to by at least two Members, he shall be deemed to be duly elected. If five 
members shall lodge with the Secretary objections to any candidate he shall not 
be elected, but the signatures to the signed objections must be verified by the 
Scrutineer. If two or more Members shall object to any candidate the name 
of such candidate shall be brought before the Council at their next meeting, 
and the Council shall have power to elect or to disqualify him from election. 


5.—Each Member shall pay an annual subscription of £1, to be due and 
payable in advance on the 1st of January in each year; and, on payment of 
the subscription sha!] be entitled to receive all the numbers of the Society’s 
Magazine for the current year. Life member’s fee, £15. 


6.—Members intending to resign their membership at the end of the 
current year of the Society are expected to give notice to the Secretary before 
the 1st of December, so that their names may not be included in the “ List of 


Members”, which shall be published annually in the January number of the 
Magazine. 
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7.—The Magazine of the Society shall be issued on or about the first day of 
every month, and forwarded, post free, to all the Members who shall have paid their 
subscriptions for the year ; but no Magazine shall be sent or delivered to any Member 
until the annual subscription shall have reached the hands of the Secretary- Treasurer. 
Members whose subscriptions shall not have been paid as above by the 
first day in November in any year shall cease to be Members of the Society, 
but may be readmitted, at the discretion of the Council, on payment of the 
annual subscription. 


8.—The Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor shall be 
elected for a term of five years, and, should a vacancy occur, it may be temporarily 
filled by the Executive Committee (see Rule 10). At the expiration of the term of 
five years in every case it shall be competent for the Council to nominate the 
same officer, or another Member, for a further term of five years, unless a second 
candidate be proposed by not less than twenty-five Members of at least two years’ 
standing, as set forth below. 

In the November number of the Magazine preceding the retirement from 
office of the Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, the Council shall 
publish the names of those members whom they have nominated to fill the 
vacancies thus created ; and these members shall be deemed duly elected unless 
another candidate or candidates be proposed by not less than fifteen Members of 
at least two years’ standing. Such proposal, duly seconded and containing the 
written consent of the nominee to serve, if elected, in the capacity for which he is 
proposed, must reach the Secretary on or before the 15th of November. 


g.—The Members of the Council shall retire by rotation, three at the end of 
each year of the Society (unless a vacancy or vacancies shall occur otherwise) and 
three other Members of the Society shall be recommended by the Council to take 
the place of those retiring. The names of the three Members recommended shall 
be printed in the November number of the AvicutTuRAL Macazine. Should the 
Council’s selection be objected to by fifteen or more Members, these shall have 
power to put forward three other candidates. whose names, together with the 
signatures of not less than fifteen Members proposing them, must reach the 
Secretary by the 15th of November. The names of the six candidates will 
then be printed on a voting paper and sent to each Member with the December 
number of the Magazine, and the result of the voting published in the January 
issue. Should no alternative candidates be put forward, in the manner and by the 
date above specified, the three candidates recommended by the Council shall be 
deemed to have been duly elected. In the event of an equality of votes the 
President shall have a casting vote. 

If any Member of the Council does not attend a meeting for two years in 
succession the Council shall have power to elect another member in his place. 


10.—Immediately after the election of the Council that body shall proceed 
to elect three from its Members. These three, together with the Secretary- 
Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, shall form a Committee known as the 
Executive Committee. 

The duties of the Executive Committee shall be as follows :— 


(i) In the event of the resignation of any of the officers during the Society’s 
year, to fill temporarily the vacancy until the end of the year. In the case of the 
office being one which is held for more than one year (e.g. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Assistant Secretary, or Editor) the appointment shall be confirmed by the Council 
at its next meeting. 





RULES OF THE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY 


(ii) To act for the Council in the decision of any other matter that may 
arise in connection with the business of the Society. 


The decision of any matter by the Executive to be settled by a simple 
majority (three to form a quorum). In the event of a tie on any question, such 
question shall be forthwith submitted by letter to the Council for their decision. 


The Executive shall not have power 
(i) To add to or alter the Rules ; 
(ii) To expel any Member ; 


(iii) To re-elect the Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, or Editor 
for a second term of office. 


It shall not be lawful for the Treasurer to pay any account exceeding 
£10 unless such account be duly sanctioned by another Member of the Executive. 


It shall be lawful for the Secretary-Treasurer or Editor to pledge the 
Society’s credit for a sum not exceeding £100. 


Should a Member wish any matter to be brought before the Council direct 
such matter should be sent to the Secretary with a letter stating that it is to be 
brought before the Council at their next meeting, otherwise communications will 
in the first place be brought before the Executive. 


A decision of a majority of the Council, or a majority of the Executive 
endorsed by the Council, shall be final and conclusive in all matters. 


11.—The Editor shall have an absolute discretion as to what matter shall 
be published in the Magazine (subject to the control of the Executive Committee). 
The Secretary and Editor shall respectively refer all matters of doubt and difficulty 
to the Executive Committee. 


12.—The Council (but not a committee of the Council) shall have power to 
alter and add to the Rules, from time to time, in any manner they may think 
fit. Five to form a quorum at any meeting of the Council. 


13.-—The Council shall have power to expel any Member from the Society 
at any time without assigning any reason. 
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The Society’s Medal 


The Medal may be awarded at the discretion of the Committee to any 
Member who shall succeed in breeding, in the United Kingdom, any species of 
bird which shall not be known to have been previously bred in captivity in Great 
Britain or Northern Ireland. Any Member wishing to obtain the Medal must send 
a detailed account for publication in the Magazine within about eight weeks from 
the date of hatching of the young, and furnish such evidence of the facts as the 
Executive Committee may require. The Medal will be awarded only in cases 
where the young shall live to be old enough to feed themselves, and to be wholly in- 
dependent of their parents. No Medal can be given for the breeding of hybrids, 
or of local races or sub-species of species that have already been bred. 


The account of the breeding must be reasonably full so as to afford 
instruction to our Members, and must appear in the AvicULTURAL MAGAZINE 
before it is published or notified elsewhere. It should describe the plumage of 
the young, and be of value as a permanent record of the nesting and general habits of the 
species. These points will have great weight when the question of awarding the 
Medal is under consideration. 


In every case the decision of the Committee shall be final. 


The Medal will be forwarded to each Member as soon after it shall have 
been awarded as possible. 


The Medal is struck in bronze (but the Committee reserve the right to issue 
it in silver in very special cases) and measures 2$ inches in diameter. It bears on 
the obverse a representation of two birds with a nest containing eggs, and the 
words “‘ The Avicultural Society—founded 1894’. On the reverse is the following 
inscription : “‘ Awarded to [name of recipient] for rearing the young of [name of 
species], a species not previously bred in captivity in the United Kingdom.” 


The Council may grant a special medal to any member who shall succeed 
in breeding any species of bird that has not previously been bred in captivity in 
Europe. 
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NOTES ON SOME BIRDS OF HAWAII 
By Joun YEALLAND (Slimbridge, England) 


The story of the unique avifauna of the Hawaiian or Sandwich 
Islands is for the most part an unhappy one, for within the past sixty 
or seventy years many of the birds have vanished and at the present 
time others are in danger of extinction. 

A changed pattern of vegetation brought about by deforestation and 
cultivation, the introduction of predators, the destruction of large 
numbers of some species of birds by the Hawaiians, either for food or 
for the feathers used in the making of the feather cloaks worn by the 
chiefs or the feather leis and, quite possibly, the introduction in more 
recent years of such exotic birds as compete for the available food 
supply, have all contributed to the diminution or disappearance of 
many of the indigenous forms. 

Now, however, the prospect is brighter, for the Board of Com- 
missioners of Agriculture and Forestry and the National Park 
authorities are making every effort to preserve what remains of the 
native flora and fauna. Forest reserves have been fenced off so that 
sheep and cattle are no longer able to destroy the young trees and . 
low-growing plants within, while the feral sheep, goats, and pigs on 
the inside have been or are being exterminated. 

Strict protection laws are enforced, but the control of predators— 
the mongoose, the rats, and the feral cats and dogs—remains an 
almost insoluble problem. 

During 1949 the Fish and Game Division of the Board of Agriculture 
and Forestry inaugurated a project designed to try to save the almost 
extinct Hawaiian Goose (Branta sandvicensis) by breeding and rearing 
the birds in vermin-proof pens. This is the second attempt of its kind, 
the first having been carried out some years ago with successful 
breeding results, but then the birds were given to various ranchers on 
the island, and I believe it is correct to say that there is now only one 
survivor. 

This new project is under the supervision of Mr. J. Donald Smith, 
the Board’s Game Conservationist, and the site of it is at Pohakuloa, 
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some 40 miles from Hilo on the “ saddle” road between Mauna Loa 
and Mauna Kea at 6,000 feet. 

Two pairs of the geese have been loaned by Mr. Herbert Shipman, 
who has kept a flock of them at Keeau, near Hilo, since 1918, and 
a third pair is made up of a gander loaned by Mr. Paul Breese, the 
Director of the Kapiolani Park Zoological Gardens in Honolulu, and 
a goose which, by some extraordinary chance, was caught uninjured 
by a hunter’s dog. 

One of the Keeau pairs bred, four eggs being laid during December, 
1949, of which two hatched, though all were fertile, and the young 
ones were reared without difficulty. 

The other two females and their mates took some interest in the 
artificial nests primed with hard-boiled, white painted turkeys’ eggs, 
but no eggs were laid and it is possible that the one was too young 
to breed and the other could hardly be expected to do so so soon 
after capture. 

The pens are designed to provide each pair with 2,500 square feet 
of ground surface, and a good growth of clover and grass is ensured 
by fertilization of the fine sand-like soil and daily watering by means 
of a sprinkler system. 

The main food of the goslings was the pualele or common milk 
thistle (Sonchus oleraceus), the species which grows commonly in gardens 
here, watercress (which has been successfully planted at the overflow 
of the water tanks further up the mountain side) being a second 
favourite and the grass and clover only occasionally eaten. 

When the young ones were sixteen days old the mother moulted, 
losing all her flight feathers within a few days and, naturally, some of 
her capacity for brooding, but in spite of this and the coincidence of 
some night frosts, the little ones were not at all distressed but continued 
to grow so quickly that at eight weeks old (when I came away) they 
were almost as large as the parents. This is particularly encouraging, 
for it is hardly necessary to observe that the success or failure of the 
project will depend on the quality of the young birds much more 
than on their numbers. 

The Keeau birds, being at sea-level, nested earlier, but unluckily 
all the eggs were infertile and the reason is not easy to see, for although 
the flock must by now be rather inbred, they are full-winged and live 
in what appears to be an excellent place, consisting of several acres 
of lawn and lake ; also they have bred in the past and from two 
pairs in 1918 their number rose at one time to forty-three, but some 
were lost when a gardener sprayed the lakeside weeds with an arsenical 
preparation ; others disappeared when, in 1946, a tidal wave, which 
caused considerable loss of life in Hilo, swept through the garden and 
from time to time others have reverted to the wild state. 

Less than a century ago the Hawaiian Geese were estimated to 
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number 25,000 ; at the present time the wild population must be very 
few indeed, for during the first four months of 1950 no more than five, 
two of them young ones, were known to have been seen. 

In captivity on Hawaii there are seventeen, and outside Hawaii 
only the pair which Mr. Shipman presented to the Severn Wildfowl 
Trust and now in the collection at Slimbridge. 

Except for one or two reported occurrences on the neighbouring 
island of Maui, the Nene, as it is known, has not been found elsewhere 
than on Hawaii itself. It is said by Henshaw to have ranged from 
sea-level to 5,000 feet and upwards according to the season of the year. 
The islands are all of volcanic origin and Hawaii is largely made up 
of three mountains, Mauna Loa, an active volcano, Mauna Kea, an 
extinct one, and Hualalai, and it is on the slopes of Mauna Loa and 
Hualalai that the Nene lived and the few remaining ones have been 
seen. On the sides of Mauna Loa there are “ islands ’’ of vegetation 
more or less surrounded by more recent flows of lava on which little 
or nothing is as yet growing. 

These “ islands ’’, some of them quite large, are very like moorland 
country—moss and lichen covered rocks, a few trees, some grass, and 
many low-growing plants, some of thern bearing berries which are 
eaten by the geese, a favourite being the Ohelo (Vaccinium reticulatum). 
Here and there the lava is impervious enough to hold a little water, 
but there are no streams or large areas of water. 

The Nene is said not to fly much except at the commencement of 
the breeding season and if the birds remain still it would be scarcely 
possible to see them among the lava rocks. This and the extremely 
difficult nature of the travelling across the lava makes any accurate 
estimate of their numbers almost impossible. 

In the past many of the geese were killed, particularly during the 
flightless moulting period, by the Hawaiians for food. The mongoose 
was introduced some sixty years ago in the hope that it would destroy 
the rats which were doing much damage in the sugar cane plantations, 
but evidently it found other foods, including the eggs and young of the 
Nene, much easier to obtain, for the rats continue to thrive and the 
mongoose is now very common, particularly at the lower altitudes, 
though less so at 6,000 feet and higher because of the cooler conditions. 

The Koloa or Hawaiian Duck (Anas wyvilliana) is another bird which 
has rapidly decreased in fairly recent times and mainly on account of 
the drainage of swamps and of being shot, but also, no doubt, because 
of mammalian predators on some of the islands. This bird formerly 
nested on certain islands off the coast of Oahu, bringing the ducklings 
across the intervening sea, a distance of some three-quarters of a mile. 

Now the Koloa is no longer to be found on Oahu or, I believe, 
anywhere except on the island of Kaui where the mongoose has never 
been introduced, though efforts are being made to re-establish this 
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Duck on Maui where, no doubt, it formerly lived, for as Henshaw 
said, it “is widely spread over the archipelago, no island being 
without it ”’. 

This small Mallard has been successfully bred in the Honolulu Zoo 
and Mr. Breese kindly presented a pair to the Severn Wildfowl Trust, 
the first, I believe, to be brought alive to Europe. 

During the winter the islands are visited by Pintail and Shoveler, 
and among the casual visitants recorded are the Black Brant, the 
Cackling Goose, and one each of the Lesser Snow, the Emperor, and 
the American White-fronted Goose, the Buffle-head, and one Red- 
breasted Merganser. 

The commonest of the winter migrants is the Pacific Golden Plover 
(Pluvialis dominica fulva). These birds make a journey of some 2,000 
miles from the breeding grounds in Alaska, the first-comers arriving at 
about the middle of August. They begin to leave the islands in April, 
and during those four intervening months complete a flight of some 
4,000 miles besides raising their families. 

These Plovers are far less numerous than in former years, and 
C. W. Schwartz (The Game Birds in Hawaii) says that ‘‘ The only 
obvious factor in Hawaii which may have contributed to their decline 
was the former heavy toll exacted during the spring shooting season ”’. 
He adds that at places along the coast visited regularly by the Plovers 
hunters used to erect stone hides and shoot the birds as they came in 
to decoys made from potatoes impaled on thin sticks stuck into the 
sand. In places where the grass has been grazed short these birds 
may often be seen searching for insects. During April I saw one, still 
in its winter plumage, sitting on the ground and placing pieces of 
dead grass around itself as if it was already thinking of nesting. 

Two other winter migrants which are rare and which I did not see 
are the Wandering Tattler (Heteroscelus incanus) and the Bristle-thighed 
Curlew (Numenius tahitensis), both of which nest in Alaska, though it 
was not until 1948 that the nest of the Curlew was found—as recounted 
by Professor A. A. Allen, of Cornell University, at the Ornithological 
Congress held at Upsala during 1950. 

Pohakuloa, with its rather sparse vegetation due to an annual 
rainfall of only 10 inches and very porous soil, is not a good place 
for the native birds and, apart from some of the Plovers not far off, 
the only ones I saw there were one or two pairs of the Amakihi 
(Chlorodrepanis virens), a pretty green and yellow bird which, from its 
habits and appearance, reminds one of the Anthreptes Sunbirds, for 
it feeds on insects and the nectar from the flowers of the Mamani tree 
(Sophora chrysophylla), a rather scrub-like tree which, both in foliage 
and flower, is somewhat like the Laburnum. 

About twelve miles off, at a lower altitude, where the rainfall is 
heavier and frequent mists prevail, the Mamani branches are covered 
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with lichen which evidently harbours much insect life, for here the 
Amakihi is much more common and one sees the birds searching the 
lichen for insects as often as they feed from the flowers. I found a 
nest of this bird there in a very open and conspicuous place among 
the branches some 15 feet from the ground ; it contained two young 
ones. 

Another bird which was fairly common in the Mamani forest was 
the Dusky Flycatcher or Elepaio (Chasiempis sandvicensis), a rather 
pretty and very vivacious bird, hunting, whenever I saw them there, 
in small parties for insects among the lichen-covered branches. 

At about 4,500 feet and less, wherever the Ohia tree (Metrosideros 
collina) grows, the pretty black, red, and white Apapane (Himatione 
sanguinea) is common and conspicuous. 

The flowers of this tree, glowing red against the dark foliage, appear 
as if entirely composed of stamens and they contain a little nectar, 
which seems to be the main food of these birds, for they fly from one 
flower to another, never resting for more than a few seconds at each. 

At the varying altitudes, as might be expected, the Ohia trees are 
in bloom at different times of the year, so that at one place or another 
I expect there is blossom all the year round. The birds rarely come 
near the ground except in places where the Ohia trees are short or 
occasionally to feed from the flowers of some introduced shrub. 

The larger Tiwi (Vestiaria coccinea), with its long curved bill, is very 
like a large Sunbird both in appearance and in feeding habits. It also 
feeds on nectar from the Ohia flowers. I did not see one and believe 
it is correct to say that this strikingly handsome vermilion and black 
bird is much less common than the Apapane. 

The Hawaiian Owl (Asio flammeus sandvicensis) is comparatively 
rare on Hawaii and I saw only two or three of them in the grasslands 
at about 4,000 feet. The small Buzzard, known as the Hawaiian Hawk 
(Buteo solitarius), is also rare, and I saw only two of them soaring over 
the tree-fern forest near Kilauea. 

In the great Kilauea crater I saw some Tropic-birds, and again in 
the Waimea canyon on Kaui, but in both cases they were such tiny 
specks of white that it was impossible to tell which they were— 
Phaethon lepturus or P. rubricauda. 

On Maui I saw, quite near the road in a shallow lake, a pair of 
the Hawaiian Stilt (Himantopus h. knudseni). They were feeding with 
some Turnstones (Arenaria interpres morinella), which quickly flew off, 
but the Stilts continued feeding no more than 60 yards from the car. 
On the far side of this lake were some of the Hawaiian Coots (Fulica 
americana alai), which are extremely like the Common Coot. 

These ten species were all the indigenous birds I saw, but I did not 


spend more than a very little of my two months’ stay elsewhere than 
at Pohakuloa, 
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From time to time many exotic birds have been liberated on one 
or other of the islands. Most have failed to survive but others seem 
to be well established. 

Various game birds are to be seen on Hawaii, among them the 
Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus t. torquata) and the Versicolor 
(P.v. versicolor), the latter rather local in distribution, and hybrids 
between the two. 

The Californian Quail (Lophortyx californica) has a wide range and 
was quite common at Pohakuloa. I should not have the heart to 
shoot these delightful Quail, or the ability either, for they fly very 
fast and low and are quickly out of sight behind the bushes. 

The Japanese Quail (Coturnix c. japonica) are not plentiful except in 
small localities and not often seen because of their habit of remaining 
hidden until almost stepped on. 

The Chukor Partridge (Alectoris graeca chukar) and the Common 
Peafowl (Pavo cristatus) are present on Hawaii, but in small numbers. 
There are also feral Pigeons originating from one of the domesticated 
breeds. 

The Common Mynah (Acridotheres tristis) is all too common, and 
Schwartz says of it that ‘‘ It is known to pilfer the Lace-necked and 
Barred Doves’ nests. Other species probably suffer from similar 
depredations ’’. This bears out what Rothschild has said of them, 
but it seemed to me that they were more plentiful about the towns, 
villages, and other human habitations, so may not constitute any 
serious menace to the native birds. 

The Pekin Robin (Liothrix lutea) is another well established bird and 
common even at Pohakuloa where the food supply could not have 
been very plentiful. When the Californian Quail were being caught 
there for banding, the Pekin Robins were sometimes caught in the 
traps, which were baited with broken maize. It seemed to me extra- 
ordinary that these birds could digest such hard food, and I kept one 
of them to see if it would thrive on a diet of maize alone, and found 
that it did (though the maize in this case was much softened by 
boiling), and even sometimes sang quite happily in its little cage. 

It was liberated after about ten days none the worse for its plain 
diet, and it is evident from the large numbers imported into Europe 
in years gone by that this bird is very easy to please or it would never 
have withstood the dealers’ treatment. It is possible that these birds 
eat some of the small orange bean-like seeds of the Mamani trees as 
the Californian Quail do, and if so its digestion must be robust indeed, 
for the pericarp of these seeds is so tough that horticulturists file it so 
as to obtain germination within a reasonable time. 

The Pekin Robin is reputed to eat the eggs of other birds when 
kept with them in aviaries, and if it does so in the wild state in the 
Hawaiian Islands it would be a serious enemy of the native birds. 
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The Pekin Robins seemed to live a fairly gregarious life at Pohakuloa, 
where their pretty song sounded particularly sweet in an otherwise 
rather silent place, but they may move down to places where insect 
life is more abundant, to breed, and it was at about 5,000 feet that 
I found two nests, one with newly hatched young in March and the 
other with young nearly ready to fly in early April. 

The Japanese White-eye (osterops palpebrosus japonicus) is also 
common, and in gardens where fuchsias are grown these birds pierce 
the flower tubes in order to reach the nectar. The flowers are never 
pierced until they are open, so evidently the birds are clever enough 
to know that the buds contain no nectar. 

In the tree-fern forest I caught sight of one or two Spectacled 
Thrushes (Trocalopterum canorum), while the Virginian Cardinal 
(Cardinalis virginianus) is not uncommon and may sometimes be seen . 
in Hilo, where the Rice-bird (Munia nisoria punctata) feeds by the 
roadside with the ubiquitous House Sparrow. 

In some places the Californian Linnet (Cardopacus mexicanus frontalis) 
is common and in the grasslands the Skylark (Alauda arvensis), intro- 
duced from England to New Zealand and thence to Hawaii, is 
flourishing. 

I once went up on Mauna Kea to 9,500 feet on the very edge of 
the tree-line, where scarcely any grass could find sufficient moisture in 
the fine volcanic ash to sustain life, and even here one or two Skylarks 
were singing as blithely as in the pastures far below. 

Oahu is the island on which most birds have been introduced, and 
Munro (Birds of Hawaii) gives a list which includes even Macaws, 
while as far back as 1892 Palmer shot Mealy Rosellas on Maui. 

Sea-birds are noticeably absent from the coast of Hawaii, but 
between Honolulu and San Francisco one or two Brown Gooneys or 
Black-footed Albatrosses (Diomedea nigripes) followed the ship until it 
was some three or four hundred miles off the Californian coast, when 
they disappeared overnight. 
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HOMING BUDGERIGARS 
By Tue Duke or Beprorp (Woburn, England) 


Although a limited degree of success has been obtained on the 
Continent with birds that have been allowed their freedom, the 
Budgerigar is not, by temperament and instinct, what might be 
termed a “‘ natural”? homer. In a wild state it appears to be largely 
a vagrant, like our Crossbill ; appearing in a district, breeding there, 
and then wandering off not to return for an indefinite period. 

The Budgerigar’s swift and attractive flight and the many lovely 
colours in which it is now bred make it, however, a most desirable 
ornament to a garden, and a year’s not unsuccessful work in evolving 
a homing strain have taught me lessons which may be of value to 
others inclined to make a similar venture. 

For an experiment with homing Budgerigars it is desirable to have 
a garden reasonably free from cats and House Sparrows and there 
should be a tree quite close to the side of the aviary. There should, 
in fact, be two aviaries, one for the liberty birds and another 
“‘ resting” aviary to confine those which it is necessary to restrain 
from over-breeding. You can take certain risks with liberty Budgerigars 
which you would not dream of taking with, say, exhibition stock, but 
the one thing you must not do is to let your birds exhaust themselves 
by over-breeding. An aviary for liberty Budgerigars must be made 


more comfortable and attractive for the inmates than a normal aviary. 
If the birds, and especially the young stock, have to sit in a row on 
an artificial perch in driving wind and rain or blazing sun, as long 
as they remain in the flight ; if they have nothing to do all day, and 
if at night have to jostle and fight for a place on a crowded perch in 
the shelter, they are not very likely to achieve a warm regard for 
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‘““ home ”’ nor resist the temptation to seek more comfortable quarters 
in the outside world. The aviary, therefore, must not be overcrowded 
even when a full round of youngsters have just left the nest. There 
must be ample perching accommodation in the shelter and in the 
flight there must be considerably more shade, shelter, and wind-break 
than is normally provided. It does not matter if this prevents you 
from seeing the birds very easily as the chief ornamental display will 
be outside the aviary and not inside. The flight should be well 
furnished with natural branches occasionally changed. These will 
provide the birds with occupation and amusement. The nest-boxes 
should be hung up in pairs round the flight, two being allowed for 
each hen, with a certain number of “ extras’ in addition for early 
breeding young birds. 

Size, shape, and correct markings do not matter in liberty birds. 
What are required are hardiness, intelligence, activity, and prolificacy. 
Colours will be selected according to the taste of the owner, but 
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blues, whites, and yellows make a prettier show in flight than greys, 
olives, and greens and a shade that is bright in first plumage is also 
desirable. Red-eyed birds can be produced as homers but their 
defective eyesight probably makes them rather less suitable for liberty 
than dark-eyed specimens. 

In the wire roof of the aviary flight there should be a hole, a few 
inches in diameter, which can be opened or closed. Immediately 
beneath it there should be a food tray on a tall stand, deep enough 
to avoid the spilling of seed, easily cleaned, and coming to within 
about a foot of the roof. To assist the Budgerigars in finding their 
way out there should be a small detachable “‘ ladder”’ of cross perches, 
the top rung of which is level with the exit hole and the bottom one 
is only just above the seed. A small, detachable, inward-pointing 
funnel of wire netting about 4 inches long and just wide enough for 
a Budgerigar to climb down comfortably should also be provided to 
fit in the entrance hole. It is put in position towards the close of the 
day (but not later than midday in mid-winter), its object being to 
confine the birds as they come in for their last feed and prevent them 
from roosting out and being killed by Owls. Before the wire funnel 
is inserted the ladder is, of course, removed, being hung in position 
again next morning when the birds are released. A Budgerigar at 
liberty, feeling hungry or wishing to rejoin its companions, is quickly 
attracted by the sight of the latter on the feeding tray and enters 
through the hole or down the funnel. Seed should also be kept in the 
shelter, but the outside supply not only acts as a bait for birds at 
liberty but also supplies the soaked seed so useful to the birds’ health, 
as rain usually falls on it. It must not, however, be left more than 
a week or it may become sour or mouldy. 

Great care should be taken when feeding or cleaning out the 
aviary not to allow a single grain of seed to fall on the ground outside, 
as this will attract wild birds and lead to the nuisance of their entering 
the aviary. Sparrows which do so should at once be slain ; less 
obnoxious birds should be caught up until some member of the 
household is able to release them many miles away—and it must be 
a very long distance away as their homing faculty is often surprising ! 
It is of the utmost importance to remove the first offender directly it gets in. 
If the line be taken that “just one or two don’t matter ” there will 
quickly be a crowd, involving much disturbance of the Budgerigars 
and much net-chasing and trouble for their owner. If there is a 
danger of cats, or smaller four-footed vermin, getting on to the roof 
of the aviary a “‘ projecting-rim ” arrangement round the aviary must 
prevent them from doing so. 

Until Budgerigars of a guaranteed homing strain become available 
the following procedure will have to be followed with regard to stock. 
Obtain whatever number of pairs your liberty aviary will accom- 
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modate, from a breeder who keeps his birds in a large outdoor aviary. 
Avoid big, fat, show Budgerigars bred in indoor aviaries or cages. 
If these find themselves at liberty they are apt to behave like larger 
Parrots that have been long caged, which go towering up into the 
sky, settle only on the tops of the tallest trees, and by the time they 
learn to fly down are miles away from home and completely lost. 

Keep the aviary closed until the young of the first round are 
beginning to leave the nest. In the ensuing test of homing ability an 
odd cock or two may go in and out and prove a homer, and a hen or 
two, and one-third of the cocks may stray. (Hens are always rather 
better stayers than cocks.) The rest will be “‘ non-exits”’, i.e. birds 
that do not trouble to leave the aviary at all. 

You can either try and replace the errant cocks for the second round 
or allow the remaining ones to commit bigamy, which they will readily 
do, their second wives rearing their young well enough with little help. 

The young birds will soon begin to go in and out of the aviary 
freely and make a pretty show, but during the ensuing eight weeks 
two-thirds are likely to stray. This means (since there is no need to 
remove any eggs) that from each pair you should obtain in the first 
round about a couple of real homers. The second round, for some 
unknown reason, may produce less than half the number of homers 
that the first round produced and most, if not all, may be hens. 
If among the young Budgerigars there are one or two of particularly 
attractive colours you would be sorry to lose, it is not a bad plan, 
after they have found their way in and out a few times, to catch 
them and put them into the “ resting ’’ aviary until they are adult 
and ready to take their place in a breeding team. 

When the hens of the foundation stock begin laying their third 
clutches they, too, should be transferred to the resting aviary and the 
eggs thrown away. The adult cocks can join them as soon as the 
second round young can feed themselves without paternal aid. By this 
time the homing young of the first round, though only three months 
old and still in immature plumage, will be coming into breeding 
condition and, shocking as the idea may be to orthodox Budgerigar 
fanciers, you can let them breed ! When they have reared their first 
round, of which 50 per cent should this time prove homers, the hens 
may moult or they may try a second round, but in any case if, and 
when, they start to re-enter their nest-boxes they should be transferred 
to the resting aviary. The cocks can either be put with them or left 
in the liberty aviary for the winter. The second-round young from the 
foundation stock may moult and then start breeding at the same time 
as the young from the first generation of homers. As the cold is likely 
to induce egg-binding, especially in immature hens, it is well to 
transfer them also to the resting aviary as soon as they begin to enter 
the boxes freely. On no account, however, should you remove the 
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nests or you will have birds straying or nesting in trees, an undesirable 
habit to which Budgerigars are fortunately not naturally prone. The 
next season you can start by taking one round only from your 
foundation stock supplemented, if need be, by some homers. In place 
of the unsatisfactory second round you can then take a round from 
homers only and start getting rid of your non-exit foundation birds 
and of your less attractively coloured homers. From then onwards 
you can continue to improve your stock by selecting for homing 
propensities and for colour. 

One final warning. Homers, when breeding, can be left to go out 
to find their own green foods, but do not try and force your non-exit 
foundation birds out by giving them no green food in the aviary. 


* ok * 


SOME NOTES ON CARING FOR THE SMALLER 
SOFTBILLS 


By Cart NAETHER (Sherman Oaks, California, U.S.A.) 


To me one of the most intriguing phases of bird keeping is caring 
for more or less tender softbills, of which I have quite a number. 
In this group I would place small Flycatchers, such as the Niltavas, 
Narcissus, and many other colourful species we occasionally receive 
from India, and used to get from Japan and China, as well as the 
numerous small Warblers, Wrens, and Robins, quite abundant in the 
Orient and also in parts of Europe. 

Perhaps the main reason why we do not find such birds more often 
in the bird markets and stores is their very delicateness—they rarely 
endure crowded shipping boxes or lack of suitable care en route. 
Once their plumage becomes soiled to any appreciable extent they 
soon take on that bedraggled appearance suggestive of poor physical 
condition. However, I have seen such birds arrive in this country 
from the Orient, each in an individual wooden cage, quite alert and 
contented, and in excellent plumage. I well recall the sizable array 
of magnificent Blue-throats, Yellow-throats, Niltavas, and Redstarts 
that arrived in beautiful shape in this country from India some years 
ago, each one in a separate compartment, double-bottomed to keep 
these birds’ tender feet clean and healthy. It was a delight to inspect 
that shipment—with not a single bird sick or injured. 

When it comes to keeping small softbills in good health—either in 
cage or in aviary—one of the first rules is to avoid placing them in 
with much bigger birds for whom they are no match when it comes to 
defending themselves. These larger fellows will almost invariably boss 
cage or aviary, especially if either is not large and offers no escape for 
the smaller inmates ; and, worst of all, they will, so to speak, “‘ hog ” 
on to all the best food with the result that the smaller birds, having 
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constantly to fight for food and drink, will soon become discouraged 
and give up. I have frequently seen a Thrush, Bulbul, or other fairly 
sizeable bird kept with smaller birds boss the whole flock to such an 
extent as to prevent many of them from getting food and water 
regularly, or at all. Taking a position near food or water containers, 
the bully will not allow any other bird to get near them. Of course, 
one way to avoid this bad situation is simply to place a number of 
food and water dishes in the same aviary ; but the most effectual 
remedy is to remove the big birds and to keep small softbills only with 
birds of their own size, always giving them ample space—space within 
which not merely to hop from perch to perch but really to let the 
wings go. In cages this usually means placing perches sufficiently far 
apart to compel the birds to fly often. 

Naturally, being of somewhat delicate health, small insectivorous 
birds require more frequent and more painstaking looking after than 
do the larger ones with robust physiques and with plenty of resistance. 
Most of these little fellows are extremely fond of bathing. Thus, my 
Narcissus as well as my Blue Flycatchers will bathe every day, even 
in rather cold weather—of which even here in sunny Southern 
California we get a good deal. And they really wet themselves when 
they bathe—so much so, in fact, that often they are unable to fly at 
all, remaining on the ground until their feathers have dried. When 
they bathe late in the day they have to be watched, particularly in 
cool weather, for then their plumage may not dry quickly and the 
birds soon get chilled and may take sick. Moreover, a small bird in 
such condition, unable to fly and get away, is easy prey for larger 
birds who may “ have it in for them”. A few days ago I rescued a 
Blue Flycatcher, all wet from bathing and wholly incapable of lifting 
wings in flight, from a Cuban Clarino, that was attacking him almost 
viciously on the ground and which would, quite probably, have killed 
him had I not removed this aggressive Cuban immediately. 

Another and very important aspect to watch in keeping small 
softbills is the condition of their feet. If these get caked with dirt, 
infections develop quickly and are often difficult to treat, at times 
impossible to cure. The bottoms of the cages in which such birds are 
kept should be covered with soft, absorbent paper, and that paper 
should be changed at least once a day. In the case of heavy fruit-eaters, 
I change the paper twice a day. Anyone unwilling to keep birds in 
good condition by means of the right sort of care simply has no 
business owning them and should leave their care to more conscientious 
persons. Birds, such as Blue-throats, certain Wrens, and others that 
stay on the ground most of the time, must have soft footing that 
will not injure their tender feet—and it should be reasonably dry. 
Fine, washed sand, changed frequently, is quite suitable in cage and 
in aviary. Some birdmen use peatmoss, which is very absorbent, but 
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also somewhat dusty. Still others avoid foot troubles among their 
birds by simply providing cages with double bottoms, that is, placing 
a wirescreen an inch or so above the regular cage bottom so that all 
droppings will fall through the screen. Fortunate is he who keeps 
softbills that prefer never to set foot in the bottom of cage or aviary. 
Thus, I have a few colourful Manakins whose dainty red feet are easily 
maintained in sound condition by providing clean perches and clean 
food and water containers ; for I have yet to see these dainty creatures 
alight on or hop on the bottom of their cage. They always perch. 

When it comes to feeding tender softbills, special attention to their 
peculiar dietary requirements will often prolong, even save, their lives. 
My basic item on such birds’ menu is Spratt’s Mockingbird food 
thoroughly mixed with freshly grated carrot and a fairly generous 
portion of meatmeal. To this mixture I always add some finely cut 
hard-boiled egg. Most softbills, in my experience at least, like hard- 
boiled egg almost instinctively. Both Bewick and Canyon Wrens 
relish egg. All my Flycatchers pick it out of the mixture first of all. 
The Wrens get dried ant-eggs soaked first in hot milk for some time 
and then mixed into the soft food. The Manakins get diced sweet 
apple and skinned grapes, but best of all they like ripe avocado, 
which they get daily and of which I happen to have a steady supply, 
since I grow the fruit myself. While ripe banana is supposed to be 
the main item in the Manakins’ diet, mine will not eat banana any 
more but give avocado the preference. I simply cut a fairly ripe 
avocado lengthwise in halves and place them in the birds’ food dish. 
Practically all the small softbills relish sweet apple and also sweet 
currants, the latter thoroughly softened in warm water first. Another 
important and quite tasty item in their daily diet—one which I have 
used for many years with excellent results—is equal parts of spongecake 
and pablum mixed with sufficient milk to make a very soft, not too 
thick, mass. My Flycatchers, Robins and Orioles relish this con- 
coction especially. Since it has a tendency to sour in warm weather, 
I feed it fresh daily year in and year out. Finally, I give the smaller 
softbills the smallest mealworms I can find, and other live food in season. 
If I cannot get small mealworms I take medium-sized ones and throw 
them in hot water first to soften their shells sufficiently to make them 
more digestible for the birds. I recall losing a very rare and precious 
Uguisu once for lack of small mealworms. 

On the above-mentioned feeding regimen I keep Bulbuls, Wrens, 
Flycatchers, Robins, Manakins, Bluebirds, and other more or less 
dainty feathered creatures in good health. As you will have noted, 
I believe in ample variety and in very nourishing food. While some 
of it may have a tendency to fatten the birds, the exercise they get 
in spacious cages and aviaries prevents them from getting too fat. 

Some of my readers may object to such a feeding scheme on the 
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ground that it requires too much time to prepare the various dishes. 
But I have not found this to be the case. One develops a definite plan 
in preparing food for softbills. It rarely takes me more than an hour 
a day to feed all my birds, in cage and aviary, and I keep about 
half a hundred. This hour passes rapidly, since feeding birds is 
one of the most enjoyable chores on my daily programme. Since 
I leave for work very early in the morning I always do my feeding in 
the late afternoon, several hours before the birds are apt to retire for 
the night. Moreover, I can leave sufficient feed for them to last 
several days if need be, even though regular daily attention is 
indispensable to success in keeping delicate softbills. 


* * * 


BREEDING OF THE GREEN-RUMPED 
PARROTLET 


(Forpus passerinus passerinus) 
By C. ar ENenjevLm (Helsingfors, Finland) 

In the autumn, 1948, I got two pairs of Green-rumped Parrotlets 
from Holland. The birds arrived in quite good condition and the first 
winter I kept them together in a roomy box-cage in the birdroom in 
the dwelling house. I had ringed the birds and observed which kept 
together, as I have always believed in leaving the choice of mate—if at 
all possible—to the birds themselves. 

In the spring I put one pair (pair No. 1) in an indoor flight in the 
birdroom, size about 8 ft. by 6 ft. and 8 ft. high. In the same 
flight there were several pairs of small birds: Red-headed Parrot 
Finches, Diamond Sparrows, Cherry Finches, Zebra Finches, various 
Waxbills, and a pair of Painted Quail, about a dozen pairs in all. 
The floor of the flight is elevated about 2} feet above the floor of the 
room, thus allowing plenty of sunshine from the large window. The 
Parrotlets soon felt at home, and I never saw them disturb any other 
birds, not even in the neighbourhood of the nest. The nest-box was 
of upright pattern, rather roomy (18 in. by 18 in. by 10 in.) with 
concave bottom covered with a handful of sawdust. After about a 
month I saw the hen disappear into the nest, and on checking up 
some days later I found six eggs. Four youngsters hatched, of which 
one died and the other three left the nest at intervals of one day. 
The parents started another nest ; six eggs were laid, five youngsters 
hatched, and all left the nest in fine condition. The parents started 
a third nest, again six eggs were laid, five young hatched and were 
reared. As the birds made an attempt at a fourth clutch I removed 
the nest-box, where I, by the way, found five eggs. I think that 
thirteen healthy youngsters is a very satisfactory result. The other pair 
(pair No. 2) was placed in a smaller flight (4 ft. by 4 ft. by 2 ft.) in 
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my other birdroom. They did not, however, make any attempt to 
breed until very late in the season, at the end of September, so I 
removed the nest-box, where I found four fertile eggs. 

I am sorry that it was impossible for me to make any notes as to 
laying, sitting, etc., this first season, as I was away on longer and 
shorter journeys several times during the breeding season. 

In 1950 pair No. 1 was kept in the same flight as the previous year 
and the same nest-box was hung in the same position. Even though 
I had to be absent on several occasions I succeeded in making some 
notes this time. The box was put up on 23rd February and the hen 
was observed visiting the box for the first time on 2nd March. On 
gth March three eggs were seen in the box, and when inspecting 
again on 14th March six eggs were found. Some days later there 
were seven eggs in all. When inspecting again on 24th March there 
were four youngsters, on 7th April all seven eggs were hatched. On 
1st May two youngsters left the box, followed by one each day on the 
following dates: 2nd, 7th, 12th, 13th, and 15th May, seven in all. 
The birds were fed by the father; I never saw the hen feeding them 
outside the nest. I had a very busy time, so I had no time for observing 
the nest, but as far as I could see she was sitting again. As I had to 
make a journey I thought it safer to take out the youngsters, and on 
29th May they were put in another flight in my other birdroom. 
On returning from England I inspected the nest on 22nd June and 
found two youngsters and six eggs in the box. On 2nd July there 
were seven youngsters; on 5th July all eight eggs were hatched. 
On 27th July the first young left the nest and on 2gth a second. At 
this time I had to go to Denmark so I cannot say when the others 
left the box, but on returning on 4th September all eight were 
outside and thriving well. The hen was again sitting on six eggs, but 
of the five young hatched one died on 5th October, followed by the 
other four at intervals of a few days. I think the strain of bringing 
up fifteen youngsters had been too much for the parents, so that the 
last clutch was not fed so carefully as the earlier ones. I then removed 
the box for the winter. 

Pair No. 2 was put in one of my Budgerigar indoor flights (8 ft. by 
2} ft. by 7 ft.). In the same flight there was also a pair of Olive 
Finches. This pair brought up two youngsters in the first nest, three 
in the second. They also had a third nest late in the autumn but the 
youngsters (four) all died. Two pairs from 1949 had one nest each 
of two and three youngsters respectively, and made no further attempts 
to nest. These pairs were kept in flights like pair No. 2, with one pair 
of Cuban Finches and Lophospingus pusillus respectively. In no case 
was any damage done to the other birds, the Cuban Finches also 
bringing up their young at the same time. A fifth pair, consisting of 
an imported cock and a 1949 hen, did not make any attempt, and 
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the same was the case with a pair of Blue-rumped Parrotlets (Forpus 
passerinus flavissimus) and a mixed pair: Green-rumped cock and 
Blue-rumped hen. 

As mentioned earlier, the Green-rumps do not seem to be aggressive 
towards other birds but they do not extend this friendliness to their 
own or nearly related species. Pair No. 1 ignored a pair of Bourke’s 
in the next flight, but the pairs in the Budgerigar flights quarrelled 
a lot though not to such an extent as to keep them from nesting. 
I now prefer to keep them in every second flight only, with some other 
species in the flight between them. Certainly they ignored Lovebirds, 
Redrumps, and Cockatiels, but I should certainly hesitate to keep them 
with any other Parrots at breeding time. Out of the breeding season 
I have kept most of them in a bigger flight, 15 ft. by 8 ft. by 7 ft., 
about twenty together, without any trouble. 

There is litthe doubt that my Pair No. 1 is something out of 
the ordinary. Most pairs I have at present, and have had in the 
past, usually had only four to five eggs in a clutch. I am anxious to 
see how this really prolific pair behaves in 1951. I have had no 
experience of this species in outside aviaries. The summer in Finland 
being so short I could hardly put them out earlier than the 
middle or end of May and possibly keep them outside until the end 
of September. By that time the days are already rather short. Now 
that I have sufficient material for further experiments and can put up 
some more unrelated pairs, the progeny from pairs 1 and 2, and an 
extra imported cock, I shall keep a couple of pairs back from breeding 
and put them out in the spring in some of my foreign finch flights. 
I am also expecting another Blue-rumped cock, so I can also put up 
two pairs of this (sub ?-)species. 

As to feeding: the birds have at their disposal white and Indian 
millet, canary-seed, oats, and groats. They have a great preference 
for groats. All the year round I am feeding sprouted millet, canary, 
and oats. In the summer there is an unlimited supply of green food, 
chickweed especially. I also get a limited amount of chickweed, salad, 
and spinach in the winter from the greenhouse. Sprouted seeds and 
green food are highly appreciated, they also take a lot of egg food, 
insectile mixture, and even mealworms. Especially in the flight where 
Pair No. 1 is kept there is a big variation of foods for the other birds, 
more than in the single compartments. This may also be a reason for 
the great prolificacy of this pair. 

As to the species, I assume my Green-rumps belong to Forpus 
passerinus passerinus (Linné)—previously named Psittacula guianensis 
(Swainson) (Peters’ Checklist, vol. iii, p. 204). This species was 
previously the most commonly imported of the Green-rumped Forpus, 
according to Neunzig and Aviculture. They are certainly very nearly 
related to the Blue-rumped Parrotlet (Forpus passerinus flavissimus 
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Hellmayr)—formerly Psittacula passerina (Linné). I cannot distinguish 
the hens of the two species ; they originate, however, from two different 
direct importations, so I think I have placed the correct females to 
the cocks. A crossing experiment would be of interest, but my attempt 
in this direction did not succeed this season. 

There is no difficulty in distinguishing the sexes: the cocks have 
a brighter green colour, especially on the heads, and a cobalt blue 
patch above and below the innermost wing-coverts. The blue colour 
is completely missing in the hens. Even when still in the nest the 
sexes may easily be distinguished. 

In order to keep exact records I have always ringed every bird 
with open aluminium Budgerigar rings, which are eminently suitable 
for this purpose. In order to distinguish the birds without catching 
them I have also used coloured celluloid Budgerigar rings, which is 
quite practical if you keep several birds together and want to see how 
the pairs mate, as I believe that the free choice is of importance for 
a successful breeding result. 


* ia * 


BIRDS I SHOULD LIKE TO POSSESS AGAIN 
By Atex Hampe (Grub a. Forst. b. Coburg, Germany) 


Since I had to leave my home in Koenigsberg, East Prussia, helter- 


skelter at the end of January, 1945, I have been “‘ birdless’’. For a man 
who started aviculture at the tender age of five (with a pair of Barbary 
Doves) and has kept birds in many lands, even as a prisoner of war 
in a Japanese camp, this is a hard fate, but I dare say I have to share 
it with a good many of our members. Before my spiritual eye I 
visualize, however, some birds of which I was especially fond, and of 
these I beg to be allowed to write a few words so that members may 
acquire them should occasion be offered. Most, if not all of them 
have been mentioned by me in our Magazine, but I dare say my 
authoritative essays have been forgotten, and, besides, there are many 
new members. Let us start with the small insectivorous birds. Should 
I ever enter a Chinese bird shop in springtime again and only be 
able to buy one bird my choice would be Larvivora cyane. I do not 
know either its English or German name. One might call it Blue 
Ground Warbler. It certainly is a lovely creature, in size the same 
as our Robin but slimmer and more elegant. Its livery is simple but 
very distingué, shining marine blue above and silky white on the under- 
side. The hen has, as far as I remember, the blue back tinged with 
brown. Its song is very pleasing and consists of different distinct 
stanzas. Only very few were for sale in the shops of the Chinese city 
of Shanghai in spring and only once I found a hen. When I asked 
a birdcatcher who had Colliopes, Blue Flycatchers, etc., for sale, why 
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he had no hens, he answered: ‘‘ Hens number one good chow.” 
Poor hens! Two other very recommendable birds always for sale in 
the Shanghai bird market are the Ruby-throat and the Eastern Blue- 
throat. Both of them have only been rarely imported, which is 
certainly a pity for they are beautiful birds possessing a good 
song. They are great favourites of the Chinese bird fanciers. 
Ruby-throat hens were offered now and then but I never saw a hen 
of Blue-throats. I will also mention the two kinds of White Eyes 
(Kosterops simplex and Zosterops erythropleura). Both of them sing very 
pleasantly and are of a tame and confiding nature. Of smaller 
Japanese softbills the most desirable in my opinion is the Loochow 
Robin (Erithacus komadori). He is a very handsome bird and a really 
good songster. During my yearly holiday which I generally passed 
in Japan I always found a few on sale in the bird shops of Nagasaki 
and Kobe. As a rule also Blue Flycatchers, Narcissus Flycatchers, and 
the small Bushwarbler (Horeites cantans) could be obtained. The latter 
is an unobtrusive little bird of grey colour, but he possesses an 
agreeable very powerful voice. The Japanese appreciate him very 
much and call him “ Unguisu ”’, i.e. Nightingale. I think he has been 
very rarely imported. Coming to the larger softbills I must mention 
the three kinds of Babblers which I have kept. The most valuable of 
them is certainly the Spectacled Laughing Thrush (Trochalopteron 
canorum). In my opinion its song can hardly be surpassed, and a well- 
trained “‘ Hoamaee”’ (flowery eyebrow) is a very nice pet. Besides, 
like all Babblers, it is a very lively bird and a very suitable co- 
habitant for Pheasant aviaries. I am not aware of its having bred in 
captivity, but in a well planted aviary it could easily be induced to 
propagate its kind. The smaller Cinereiceps and Berthemy’s Laughing 
Thrush are also desirable birds and good songsters. Of Rock Thrushes, 
I had Monticola albogularis and Monticola philippinensis, the White- 
throated and the Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush. Again, we have 
here two beautiful birds ; the Chestnut-bellied is a good, and the 
White-throated an excellent, songster. Of Chinese seed-eaters I can 
recommend the Chinese and the Japanese Hawfinch, both easily bred 
birds and suitable as an additional population for Pheasant aviaries. 
Of the Crow tribe I would like best Lidth Jay and the Blue Pitta 
from Formosa. Both birds have been imported, but on rare occasions 
only, and both are a great ornament for any aviary. 

No doubt there are a good many other desirable birds in far off 
Western China which have never been imported and of which I have 
only seen coloured pictures in that old but excellent book Les oiseaux 
de la Chine (The Birds of China), by Pére David. Of them I would 
like best a big Tit of the size of a Blackbird, clad in deep yellow and 
black. As far as I remember its name is “ Sultan’s Tit’’. Further, in 
the same book there is the coloured plate of a bird which must be the 
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next relation to the American Bluebirds. The picture shows a Thrush- 
or, rather, Robin-like bird of the deepest blue in the regions of the 
eternal snow. So it must be a hardy bird and I imagine it is a good 
songster. If I remember right its scientific name is Grandala coelicolor. 

May the days be near when these gems of the bird world reach 
our markets to delight the hearts of many bird lovers. 


* * * 


ON THE HARDINESS OF CERTAIN 
PHEASANTS AND WATERFOWL IN CAPTIVITY 
IN PENNSYLVANIA 
By R. S. MackensEN (Yardley, Penn., U.S.A.) 


It has occurred to me that an article on the hardiness of the various 
Pheasants and waterfowl in our collection here at Yardley, Penn., 
might be of interest and helpful to other collectors or would-be col- 
lectors in the same temperature zone. 

It is not unusual for us to experience zero and even occasionally 
sub-zero Fahrenheit temperatures during the winter months. If you 
will keep this in mind as I describe our methods of wintering the various 
species, it should give you a good idea as to their hardiness. 

Most of the ornamental Pheasants are kept in outdoor pens with 
two feet of boards around the bottoms of their sides and a small lean-to 
feed-shelter against these boards on one side. In such pens we keep 
Golden, Amherst, Silver, Bel’s, Reeves, White, Versicolor, Cheer, 
White-crested Kaleege, Nepal Kaleege, Lineated Kaleege, Swinhoe, 
Elliot, Brown Eared, Blue Eared, and Impeyan Pheasants. © All of 
these species seem perfectly able to withstand any deviations in the 
weather here. 

The Tragopan and Mikado Pheasants might also be placed within 
this category. However, because of their rarity, we provide them 
with a little more elaborate enclosures. They are given shelters with 
board floors raised above the ground and closed on all sides except 
the south. No heat is provided. Bedding of some sort is placed over 
the floor. 

In the same manner we also winter the Edwards, Imperial, and 
Siamese Fireback Pheasants. The Edwards will occasionally, and the 
Siamese Fireback will frequently, freeze their toes and feet if they are 
too much exposed to the bitter cold. We consider temperatures below 
15 degrees Fahrenheit as dangerous to these birds. To avoid this 
danger, they are given shelters with no roosts inside so that they will 
squat in the bedding, thus affording protection to their pedal extremi- 
ties. 

The only Pheasants which we provide with artificial heat are the 
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Peacock Pheasants. These we winter in a closed building, providing 
just enough heat to prevent the temperature from going below 25 
degrees Fahrenheit during severe cold. 

All of our waterfowl are successfully wintered without artificial 
shelter. There are a few species which require open water during 
severe cold, to protect their feet fromfreezing. These are the Tree-Ducks, 
Black-necked Swans, and Orinoco Geese. In lieu of open water, they 
may be housed in sheds similar to those required for Edwards and 
Siamese Fireback Pheasants. 

We find that the following waterfowl can take the coldest weather 
without even requiring open water : Mute Swans, Black Swans ; Canada, 
Richardson’s, Cackling, Egyptian, Snow, Blue, Magellan, Indian 
Barheaded, White-fronted, Pink-footed, Bean, Gray Lag, Barnacle, 
Abyssinian Blue-winged, Cereopsis, Ashy-headed, Brant, and Red- 
breasted Geese ; Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Cinnamon 
Teal, Shoveler, American Pintail, Chilean Pintail, Redhead, Gadwall, 
Wood (Carolina), Mandarin, American Wigeon, European Wigeon, 
Chiloe Wigeon, Lesser Scaup, Tufted, Red-crested Pochard, Ring- 
necked, European Sheld-duck, and Bahama Ducks. None of these 
species provide any problem for wintering them in our climate. 

Thus it is quite apparent that even in rather cold areas one may 
keep a great number of Pheasants and waterfowl without going to 
extreme trouble taking care of them through the winter. In fact it 


has been our experience that the birds will stay more healthy and breed 
better if they are not coddled more than is absolutely necessary. 

It goes without saying that such birds must be well fed at all times 
so that their body temperatures and resistence to the elements is 
maintained at a high level. We have developed a very simple and 
extremely successful feeding programme for Pheasants and waterfowl, 
which I shall perhaps describe at a later date. 
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PSITTACORIAL 
By E. N. T. VANE (Great Missenden, England) 


A note appeared in the last issue of the American magazine Aviculture, 
regarding Mr. Rudkin’s Leadbeater’s Cockatoos not breeding until 
they were ten years of age. Owing to two pairs behaving similarly, 
it was assumed that this was the normal age for reproduction to 
commence. It may therefore be of interest to record that one of my 
pairs reared their first nest of three lovely young birds when the cock 
was two years old and the hen four. Both birds were aviary-bred in 
this country. I believe that their parents also were aviary-bred, but 
have no confirmation on that point. 

This year the same pair hatched three young, which were doing well 
until a wretched farmer sited his hay-baling machine about fifty feet 
from their aviary. The noise so intrigued the inquisitive Cockatoos 
that the young were not fed and were lost. After the excitement died 
down, another attempt was made with a second clutch, a thing I had 
never heard of before with these birds, in England at any rate, but 
the cock would not take his turn at incubating, so it came to nothing. 

Almost invariably my pairs seem to lay three eggs and rear all the 
youngsters. 

The behaviour of my Noble Macaws compared with those in 
California is also rather interesting. Again my birds successfully 
reared four more young this year. In view of the lengthy time the 
brood are in the nest box, a second brood would be quite out of the 
question in our climate, even if the birds showed any inclination to 
go again, which they did not do. In 1949, however, when I had two 
hens with one cock, I believe the cock would have put the second hen 
to nest if another box had been provided, but I would not take the 
risk of losing the brood I already had from the first hen. Neither 
was I sure whether the cock took any turn at incubation or brooding, 
for unlike Mr. Rayson Brown, I am unable to this day to distinguish 
the sexes. 

A second pair that I retained did not lay any eggs, but they always 
sleep in the nest box the whole year round. Again, there is no 
difference in the appearance of the sexes, neither have I been able 
to note any in any of the eight young reared, nor in the four original 
specimens. These young birds attained adult plumage when a year 
old. I have had several losses with pneumonia, but the birds appear 
to be more accustomed to our climate after three years, and are hardier. 
They have all lived outdoors all the year round without heat. They 
do not appear to feel the cold, although they have a habit of huddling 
all together in a row on the perch. They do this when warm as well 
as they preen each other. 


In my opinion these birds are very attractive subjects for aviary life. 
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They are entirely different in their behaviour to the Australian Parrots, 
and are not guilty of causing great damage to the woodwork in their 
quarters. Many people seem to take it for granted that being Macaws, 
and moreover being called “ Noble”’ that they are enormous and 
naturally destructive, but such is far from the case. They are little 
larger than a Rosella, and smaller than a Pennant. As for damage, 
when I had one in hospital recovering from a chill, it was allowed the 
run of the room which was lined with soft insulating wallboard, and 
no attempt was made to tear the boards. A Cockatoo would have 
wrecked the joint in a few minutes. 

In Lord Tavistock’s book it is stated that there are records of Kings 
being double brooded. I had never come across such an instance, 
therefore the fact that mine reared two broods in 1950, is probably 
worth recording. As a rule this pair—a Greenwing cock and common 
hen—go to nest in late April. This year they started early in the 
month, laid four eggs, and hatched and reared two youngsters, both 
very good specimens as usual. During August I was very busy making 
arrangements to move, and the birds were left mostly in the charge of 
an attendant. I was not aware that the hen was sitting until near the 
end of the month, when I thought I heard young birds being fed. 
It is quite a habit for this hen to go in and out of the nest after rearing 
her family, but hitherto she had always been leading me up the 
garden as Barrabands so frequently do. This time it was found on 
investigation that she had again laid four eggs, and hatched two more 
fine youngsters, which left the nest at the end of September. The 
sequel was not so happy, however, as the day the young left the nest 
they were both attacked by a pair of Amazons in an adjoining flight, 
and had their feet and bills damaged ; one recovered but the other died. 
Another interesting feature is that this youngster, who is now only just 
over six months old, is plainly a cock, as there are many scarlet feathers 
already showing down the front of his chest. If only young 
Crimsonwings, Ringnecks, and some others would be so obliging in 
their early youth ! 

The Amazons mentioned above are the rather rare yellow-cheeked 
variety. They spent a good deal of time in and out of their nest box, 
and although they have been observed mating on several occasions, 
no eggs resulted last season. There is no red shoulder patch in this 
species, consequently this feature cannot help in sexing the birds. 
In this pair, however, the cock has a bright golden iris which is darker 
brown in the hen. In size and shape of skull or culmen no appreciable 
difference is noticeable. Both birds can talk, and are quite friendly 
when in a cage, but once out in an aviary they only remain docile 
when they look for a tit-bit, as soon as their thoughts turn to breeding 
they cannot be trusted. They may look quite harmless when hoping 
for a peanut or piece of apple, but become very aggressive if anyone 
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enters the flight. They are also quarrelsome with their psittacine 
neighbours as the poor young Kings discovered to their cost. 

Last season eleven young Manycolours were reared successfully. 
Unfortunately there was only one hen among them, which rather 
reversed the balance for the previous year when there were four 
superfiuous hens. One pair of birds had three broods, which would 
not have been permitted if I had been there at the time. The third 
brood were reared ready to leave the nest, but the nights turned cold 
and the young died ; of course they were both hens. 

My pair of Hooded moulted in July, and then thought of going to 
nest in October, but as they had laid no eggs I removed them to their 
new address. The next morning the hen laid her first egg on the cage 
floor. They are again moulting at present (March), so may decide to 
try at a more reasonable season this year. 

The longer one keeps birds and the more birds one keeps, the more 
does one become convinced that it does not do to generalize on a 
species through the experiences gained from the behaviour of one 
particular pair. It is all really a matter of individuality. For instance, 
many Princess of Wales hens persist in breaking their eggs as they are 
laid, and some cocks of these birds have to be removed when the hen 
is sitting, whilst other pairs behave perfectly as parents and rear brood 
after brood without any trouble. Possibly these faults are hereditary, 
and as the source of supply is strictly limited in this country, a large 
percentage of the young available inherit these bad habits or character- 
istics. The fact remains that many hens do break their eggs 
deliberately, yet eventually sit on a few and rear a family after laying 
as many as twenty or even thirty eggs. Similarly, some cocks insist 
on sitting alongside the hen during incubation, in which event better 
results are obtained by removing the cock once the first egg appears. 
He may be put back once the family is coming along, and will usually 
look after the young on leaving the nest, and also fertilize a second 
clutch. But it is undoubtedly a question of personal taste, and the 
best procedure to adopt with each individual pair can only be decided 
‘rom observation and experiment. Such inherent defects as deformed 
beaks are in my opinion liable to recur in the progeny of any stock 
reared from such defective parents, whether the defect shows in the 
specimen itself or is concealed in the same manner as say a split colour 
factor in a normal coloured bird. 

These notes are becoming like one of my telephone conversations. 
Someone asks “‘ Where’s father’, the answer is “On the phone to 
one of his bird friends’. This is greeted with a large “Oh!” with a 
world of meaning pushed into that short word. There is always 
something more to say when you are discussing birds I find .. . 


* * * 
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BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 


The twenty-seventh meeting of the Club was held at the Rembrandt 
Hotel, Thurloe Place, South Kensington, S.W. 7, on Wednesday, 
14th March, 1951, following a dinner at 7 p.m. 

Chairman : B. H. Dulanty. 

Members of the Club: Miss Kay Bonner, Mrs. V. M. Bourne, 
W. Brain, Captain A. Clarence, G. T. Clark, Mrs. G. T. Clark, 
Dr. J. N. E. Day, O. E. Dunmore, A. Ezra (Patron), Miss D. Gask, 
Tom Goodwin, G. T. Iles, H. J. Indge, Miss E. Maud Knobel (Club 
Hostess), Miss M. H. Knobel-Harman, P. H. Maxwell, G. S. Motters- 
head, S. Murray, A. A. Prestwich (Hon. Secretary), J. H. Reay, 
D. H. S. Risdon, R. C. Sawyer, E. N. T. Vane, H. Wilmot, H. Wallace 
Wood, Mrs. M. K. Woodford. 

Guests: J. Bailey, G. S. Cansdale, Miss Day, Mrs. J. N. E. Day, 
Mrs. E. Gask, Miss S. Indge, Mrs. R. Maurice, Mrs. S. Murray, 
Mrs. J. H. Reay, Miss T. Russell, Miss M. White, Mrs. H. Wilmot. 

Members of the Club, 27; guests, 12; total, 39. 

The programme for the evening was confined to a conversazione. 

The next meeting of the Club is on 9th May, 1951. 


ARTHUR A. PRESTWICH, 
Hon. Secretary. 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


The Hon. Director of the Severn Wildfowl Trust invites members 
of the Society to visit the New Grounds, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire, 
on the afternoon of Saturday, 28th April. The party will gather there 
at 2 p.m. 

It is much the better to travel by road. Slimbridge is 12 miles 
from Gloucester and 26 from Bristol. The side-road off the main 
Gloucester-Bristol road is half a mile from Cambridge village on the 
Bristol side ; and the signpost indicates both the New Grounds and 
Slimbridge. Follow the winding country road through the village, 
over the canal bridge, and along a very bumpy road, and you will 
arrive at the headquarters of the S.W.T. 

Rail travel presents some difficulty. Coaley Junction is the nearest 
station (3 miles), but it is on the Gloucester-Bristol line, and there 
are very few trains. Stroud is the best station for those going from 
London, but it is ten miles from the New Grounds, and it is necessary 
to take a taxi. 

Members intending to accept the invitation must notify the Hon. 
Secretary, 61 Chase Road, Oakwood, N. 14, before the 21st April. 
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Rowland Hutchinson is due to arrive in the Gothic about the middle 
of May. June and July will be spent on the Continent, but the three 
following months he will be in England. 

* * * 


Miss M. C. Maitland writes :—‘* My breedings for 1950 were : 
one Cockatiel, one Rock Pebbler, three Mealy Rosellas, and five 
hybrids from my old hybrid Stanley xX Red Rosella mated to his 
original Stanley hen, only four, however, were reared.” 

* * * 


P. H. Tancred, Ashfield, Sydney, reports: ‘“ I have had a few | 
breeding successes this season with Finches, Red and Black-headed 
Gouldians, Stars, Yellow-rumps, Black-throats, Long-tailed Grass, 
Painted, and Ruddy Waxbills. The only success with Parrakeets was 
with Bourkes, which after rearing three are on their second nest.” 

* * * 

C. S. Webb, curator of birds and mammals to the Zoological 
Society of London since 1948, is resigning his appointment, and will 
leave the Zoo in a few months time. Before joining the Zoo staff he 
made some twenty-five collecting trips abroad—South America, 
Africa, Madagascar, and the Far East. He helped very considerably 
to restock the Zoo after the last war. 

* * * 


V.N. Wall writes on 3rd February, from Erdington: ‘“ I would be 
interested to know whether the nesting of a Greenfinch hen at this 
time of the year is abnormal. The hen started making her nest on the 
22nd of January, and by the 27th had laid her first egg. The nest 
now has four eggs, and the hen is sitting very tight. The aviary is 
what one might call a semi-enclosed type, 8 feet by 4 feet, the house 
section being enclosed on three sides, and the front half enclosed. 
The roof of both house and flight is covered, the flight being open to 
the most severe weather. The nest is situated among some twigs, 
hay, roots, and other bits and pieces thrown in to provide nesting 
material, in an exposed position, in the flight.” 

* * * 

Kenneth Smith writes from Sierra Leone: “‘ I thought you might 
like to know I have now collected three specimens of Hartlaub’s Duck 
(Cairina hartlaubi). They were brought into my base camp here, at 
Koribundu, in the Bo district of the Southern Province of the Pro- 
tectorate. I am hoping to get them safely back to England alive, 
included in the general zoological collection I shall be bringing about 
Easter time. I recently returned from a five-day visit to Lake Maberi, 
where I collected some interesting herons—six species in all. A 
Jacana was brought to me by an old fisherman, but unfortunately it 
had an injured toe, and was useless as a specimen.” 





NEWS FROM AMERICA 


D. Bowles reports that several interesting breeding results were 
obtained at the Edinburgh Zoo during 1950. The Sarus Cranes 
hatched two young ones. One was rather a weakling, and was trodden 
on soon after hatching ; the survivor was fully reared. 

A pair of Black-headed Ibises successfully hatched two youngsters 
in July, and went to nest again in October, hatching a further brood. 
Unfortunately, the weather was very much against these last two, 
and both were found dead, having fallen out of the nest during the 
night. Blue and Yellow Macaws laid three eggs, threw two out of 
the nest, but successfully hatched the third and reared the young one. 
The most important new arrivals were four Red-breasted Geese 
received in exchange for Penguins from the Antwerp Zoo, and two 
Black and White Pelicans. 

* ~ . 


WATERFOWL RINGING SCHEME—DETAILS OF RECOVERIES 
Date 
Ringed. Species. Ringed by. Date recovered. Place where recovered. 
11.8.50 Mallard M. Thompson-Coon — Jan., 1951 Hegham Saltings, 
near Maidstone. near Rochester, Kent. 


A. A. P, 
* * * 


NEWS FROM AMERICA 


The Southern California Chapter of the Avicultural Society met 
at the Sepulvada Woman’s Club House, 15236 Parthenia Street, 
Sepulvada, on 7th January, 1951. Mr. Brinker mentioned that his 
Ring-necks were showing signs of nesting, and that his Red Rosellas 
had eggs. Most of the birds were getting ready to nest owing to the 
warm winter. Mrs. Hazle Scott, just returned from New York City, 
gave an interesting talk about the birds she had seen in the various 
zoos. Mr. Francis Abella told how an opossum had got into the 
cage with his talking Crow and had almost killed it when he discovered 
it. The opossum had bitten the neck of the Crow and had its tail 
wrapped round the bird, but he succeeded in getting the opossum 
out, and took the Crow to a veterinary, who sewed its neck up, and 
it was now recovering, but it was a very close call for Mr. Crow. 

Ottve W. Gitmer, Recording Secretary. 


* * * 


A. H. Isenberg, Palo Alto, California, who has already achieved 
many remarkable breeding successes, last year bred the Formosan 
Alcippe (Alcippe nepalensis), otherwise known as Tit or Quaker Babbler, 
and Nun Thrush. The pair had been with him eleven years and, 
although young were hatched and partially reared on many occasions, 
it was not until 1950 that success was finally achieved. Three young 
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ones left the nest—two soon died, but the third lived for a further 
ten weeks or so. An exciting event the previous year was the nesting 
of a pair of Quetzals. They sat for eight days on two eggs, but on 
the ninth both had been thrown out of the nest-box and broken. 
One egg was distinctly fertile. 


* * * 


Mr. David West, Sen., who is taking care of his son’s wonderful 
collection of Parrakeets at Montebello, California, since the latter 
has joined the Armed Forces, writes :— 

“The birds are going along nicely ; we hope this year to raise 
the first Many Coloured and the first Adelaides this summer. Also we 
should have about eight young Turquoisines to export. I finally learned 
how to cure the Australia eye disease. We had one cage contaminated 
from a shipment of birds from Salt Lake City, and even though that 
portable aluminum aviary had been in use for over a year, raising 
perfect Scarlet-chested, the moment a pair of Many Coloured was 
put in there, the female had the disease in one week. I took the 
male out, segregated the hen, and was going to kill her. But 
I went to the drug store, bought 2 per cent solution of yellow oxide of 
mercury, plus a tube of the new drug called ‘“‘ aureomyocin ”’, placed 
some in the eye, and the next day the eye was shut. Thereafter twice 
a week, I gave it the same, and in two weeks the disease was gone. 
Of course, I dare not use the bird for a couple of years. I cabled a 
doctor in Australia, who also had found a cure of the liquid type, but 
after reading his letters, decided mine was better, for his took a month ; 
mine took actually one week. 

** T now experiment, and so far have saved a female Queen Alexandra 
that had pneumonia by the simple task of placing it in the hospital 
tent, giving it cod liver oil each morning, then taking the bird out to 
the aviary each day with its mate, regardless of the weather, bringing 
the bird back after about five hours. There seems to be some advan- 
tage in taking the bird out each day with its mate. If you don’t, the 
bird seems to give up its will to live; we have lost many, and it 
occurred to me this time to put the bird out each day, if only for 
its having a chance at a normal feeding if it wanted to.” 
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LONDON ZOO NOTES 
By C. S. WEBB 


Some interesting additions have been made recently in spite of 
the continued unfavourable weather (up to 1oth March). The 
greater number of these have come from India. We were glad to 
receive two Yellow-collared Ixulus (J. flavicollis) as they are such 
sprightly creatures. They are exhibited alongside the Yuhinas, 
which they somewhat resemble in habits and appearance, though the 
latter have not such a heavy crest and lack the whitish eye ring of the 
Ixulus. This latter feature, coupled with their form and general 
behaviour, gives the Ixulus a marked resemblance to the Zosterops 
family. 

A pair of Hoopoes (Upupa epops indica) are a joy to watch, for at 
the moment of alighting they always raise and lower their crests, 
giving them a most comical appearance. This Indian race is almost 
identical with the European race. We have them housed with a 
European Bee-eater which has been with us since August, 1948. 

A notable arrival from the Himalayas was a Yellow-naped Great 
Barbet (Megalaima marshallorum). ‘This is a magnificent specimen, 
equalling in size some of the Aracaris and Toucanets, with which the 
Barbets show many affinities. 

A Lesser Long-billed (or Brown) Thrush (Zoothera marginata) from 
India is new to our collection. Its bill is quite remarkable in length 
for one of the Turdidae, and terminates in a pronounced hook. This 
and the Barbet were presented by Viscount Chaplin. 

Another striking Indian bird is a Green-backed Woodpecker 
(Brachypternus aurantius) which is a large species with a prominent 
red crest. It seems to tame more readily than many others of the 
family. Other attractive arrivals from the same country are a Blue- 
winged Siva, two Black-headed Sibias, four Lanceolated Jays, one 
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher (deposited), and one White-capped Redstart. 

We were fortunate to receive a magnificent pair of Cherry Finches 
(Aidemosyne modesta) presented by Mr. H. M. Luther. This is a 
beautifully-marked Australian species, and is all too rarely seen these 
days. The male, with his red cap, black throat, and exquisitely 
barred underparts, is a most attractive creature. 

An unusual Tanager from Cuba—Pretre’s Tanager (Spindalis zena 
pretrei)—-was presented by Viscount Chaplin. The colour pattern 
of this bird is very distinct and reminds one, at first glance, of the 
colour scheme of the Golden-breasted Bunting (Emberiza flaviventris). 
This Tanager belongs to a genus peculiar to the West Indies in which 
the males are attractively coloured with black, white, and orange, 
whereas the females are dull. 

A Military Starling (Sturnella militaris) arrived safely by plane from 
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Chile and just arrived, also by air, is a small but very colourful collec- 
tion from Brazil, comprising two Festive Tanagers, two Scarlet 
Tanagers, two Superb Tanagers, two Yellow-winged Sugar-birds, 
two Brazilian Hangnests, six Saffron Finches, two Golden-crowned 
Conures, and two Jendaya Conures. 

Our Black-footed or Cape Penguins (Spheniscus demersus) have reared 
three chicks this year. It is strange that this species breeds easily 
with us, whereas we have had no luck with the closely related Magellan 
Penguins from the Falklands. ‘The latter got as far as breeding a 
chick last year, but it died soon after hatching. It may be that the 
colder habitat of the Magellan has some bearing on this. 

Our old pair of Paradise Sheld-duck are nesting again this year. 


* * * 


PARROTS IN THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN 
OF SAN DIEGO 
By Kew Stott, Jr. 
General Curator, Zoological Park of San Diego, California 

During the past twenty-five years no effort has been spared by 
officials of the Zoological Garden of San Diego to maintain as varied 
and comprehensive a collection of psittacine birds as could be properly 
housed and cared for. The popularity of the Parrot family, both with 
the general public and with aviculturists, renders most of its repre- 
sentatives ideal zoo exhibits. A further reason for the local emphasis 
on birds of this group is a generally mild climate, which is conducive 
to longevity and breeding. It is possible in southern California to 
exhibit nearly all forms of Parrot life out of doors throughout the year. 

Since 1922, at which time the zoo first occupied its present location, 
one hundred and forty forms of Parrot have entered the collection. 
Many of these may be justifiably termed “‘ choice items ” here in the 
United States, to name a few: Pesquet’s Vulture-head, Yellow- 
naped Macaw, Rothschild’s and Puerto Rican Amazons, Golden- 
shouldered Parrakeet, Celebes Racquet-tail, Kuhl’s and Cardinal 
Lories, Ducorps’ Cockatoo, and the Solomon Pigmy Parrot. 

The collection now (ist March, 1951) contains sixty-nine species or 
subspecies. For such interest as it may afford, a list of the currently 
exhibited forms is offered here, as well as one enumerating those species 
which have bred in the gardens. 


PARROTS CURRENTLY EXHIBITED 
Kea (Nestor notabilis), Yellow-backed Lory (Domicella garrula flavopalliata), Great 
Black Cockatoo (Probosciger aterrimus), Banksian Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus m. 
magnificus), Gang-gang Cockatoo (Callocephalon f. fimbriatum), Greater Tileieer-couned 
Cockatoo (Kakate g. galerita), Citron-crested Cockatoo (Kakatoe sulphurea citrino- 
cristata), Timor Cockatoo (Kakatoe sulphurea parvula), Dwarf Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
(Kakatoe sulphurea subsp.), White-crested Cockatoo (Kakatoe alba), Moluccan Cockatoo 
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(Kakatoe moluccensis), Leadbeater’s Cockatoo (Kakatoe leadbeateri), Bare-eyed Cockatoo 
(Kakatoe s. sanguinea), Slender-billed Cockatoo (Kakatoe tenuirostris), Rose-breasted 
Cockatoo (Kakatoe roseicapilla), Cockatiel (Nymphicus hollandicus), Hyacinth Macaw 
(Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus), Blue and Yellow Macaw (Ara ararauna), Military Macaw 
(Ara militaris), Red and Yellow Macaw (Ara macao), Green-winged Macaw (Ara 
chloroptera), Noble Macaw (Ara nobilis), Jendaya Conure (Aratinga jandaya), Petz 
Conure (Aratinga canicularis eburnirostrum), Brown-throated Conure (Aratinga pertinax 
eruginosa), Nanday Conure (Nandayus nenday), Thick-billed Parrot (Rhynchopsitta 
pachyrhyncha), White-eared Conure (Pyrrhura leucotis), Venezuelan Parrotlet (#orpus 
passerinus), Tui Parakeet (Brotogeris st. thomae), Red-vented Parrot; Blue-headed 
Parrot (Pionus menstruus), Spectacled Amazon (Amazona a. albifrons), Green-cheeked 
Amazon (Amazona viridigenalis), Finsch’s Amazon (Amazona finschi), Salvin’s Amazon 
(Amazona autumnalis salvini), Levaillant’s Amazon (Amazona ochrocephala oratrix), 
Yellow-naped Amazon (Amazona ochrocephala curopalliata), Single-yellow Amazon 
(Amazona ochrocephala panamensis), Yellow-fronted Amazon (Amazona o. ochrocephala), 
Mealy Amazon (Amazona f. farinosa), Hawk-headed Parrot (Deroptyus accipitrinus), 
Senegal Parrot (Poicephalus senegalus), African Grey Parrot (Psittacus e. erithacus), 
Cornelia’s Eclectus (Lorius roratus corneliae), Red-sided Eclectus (Lorius roratus pectoralis), 
Solomon Eclectus (Lorius roratus solomonensis), Alexandrine Parrakeet (Psittacula 
eupatria nipalensis), Indian Ring-necked Parrakeet (Psittacula krameri manillensis), 
Derbyan Parrakeet (Psittacula derbyana), Blossom-headed Parrakeet (Psittacula c. 
cyanocephala), Barraband’s Parrakeet (Polytelis swainsonii), Rock Peplar (Polytelis 
anthopeplus), Queen Alexandra’s Parrakeet (Polytelis alexandre), Crimson-winged 
Parrot (Aprosmictus erythropterus), King Parrot (Alisterus scapularis scapularis), Peach- 
faced Lovebird (Agapornis roseicollis), Masked Lovebird (Agapornis personata), Nyasa- 
land Lovebird (Agapornis liliane), Pennant’s Rosella (Platycercus e. elegans), Stanley’s 
Rosella (Platycercus i. icterotis), Pale-headed Rosella (Platycercus adscitus palliceps), 
Brown’s Rosella (Platycercus venustus), Barnard’s Parrakeet (Platycercus zonarius barnardi), 
Twenty-eight Parrakeet (Platycercus zonarius semitorquatus), Pileated Parrakeet 
(Purpureicephalus spurius), Blue Bonnet Parrakeet (Northiella hematogaster), Red-rumped 
Parrakeet (Psephotus hematnotus), Hooded Parrakeet (Psephotus chrysopterygius dissimilis), 
Budgerigar (Melopsittacus undulatus). 


PARROTS BRED IN THE SAN DrEGO COLLECTION 

Violet-necked Lory (Eos squamata guenbyensis) X Blue-tailed Lory 
(Eos h. histrio) : 1931 (1). 

Black-capped Lory (Domicella lory) X Blue-tailed Lory (Eos h. 
histrio) : 1932 (2). 

Blue-faced Lorikeet (Trichoglossus hematod hematod): 1931 (2), 
1941 (2). 

Red-collared Lorikeet (Trichoglossus hematod rubritorquis): 1941 
(2—did not survive infancy). 

Swainson’s Lorikeet (Trichoglossus hematod moluccanus) : 1929, 1941 
(3)- 

Perfect Lorikeet ( Trichoglossus euleles) : 1941 (2—parents and young 
destroyed on nest by bees). 

Great Black Cockatoo (Probosciger aterrimus): In May, 1948, two 
fertile eggs were laid but deserted by parents ; in August, 1950, one 
of two eggs was hatched, but the young was ejected from nest by 
parents and found dead upon cage floor. 

Citron-crested Cockatoo (Kakatoe sulphurea ciltrino-cristata): 1941 
(2—died in infancy), 1950 (2—died in infancy). 

Timor Cockatoo (Kakatoe sulphurea parvula): 1950 (1—died in 
infancy). 
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Molucca Cockatoo (Kakatoe moluccensis) : 1941 (2—died in infancy). 

Leadbeater Cockatoo (Kakatoe leadbeateri) : First young in 1935 ; 
since that year approximately 30 have been reared. Three genera- 
tions are represented in the collection. 

Bare-eyed Cockatoo (Kakatoe s. sanguinea): First young in 1929 ; 
since that year approximately fifty young have been reared. 

Cockatiel (Nymphicus hollandicus) : Many young reared. 

Blue and Yellow Macaw (Ara ararauna) X Red and Yellow Macaw 
(Ara macao) : 1948 (2 hatched ; 1 survived). 

Jandaya Conure (Aratinga jandaya) X Nanday Conure (Nandayus 
nenday) : Birds purported to be of this parentage produced an offspring 
in 1950. 

Petz Conure (Aratinga canicularis eburnirostrum) : 1937 (2). 

Nanday Conure (Nandayus nenday) : 1930 (5) ; 1948 (1). 

White-eared Conure (Pyrrhura leucotis) : 1941 (4). 

Quaker Parrakeet (Myiopsitta m. monachus): A number were bred 
and reared here between 1929 and 1936, 5 in 1930 alone. 

Lineolated Parrakeet (Bolborhynchus lineola) : 1938 (7). 

Venezuelan Parrotlet (Forpus passerinus) : 1941 (2). 

Black-headed Caique (Pionites melanocephala) : 1933 (1). 

White-breasted Caique (Pionites leucogaster) : 1934 (1). 

Red-sided Eclectus (Lorius roratus pectoralis): 1929 (5, of which 
only one survived infancy). 

Alexandrine Parrakeet (Psittacula eupatria nipalensis) : one, two, or 
three annually since 1946. 

Indian Ring-necked Parrakeet (Psittacula krameri manillensis) : 1930 


Moustached Parrakeet (Psittacula alexandri fasciata) : 1940 (2). 

Blossom-headed Parrakeet (Psittacula c. cyanocephala): First bred 
here in 1941 and many subsequently. 

Madagascar Lovebird (Agapornis cana): 1929 (2) and a number 
during ensuing three years. 

Peach-faced Lovebird (Agapornis roseicollis): First young, 1933 ; 
many subsequently. 

Abyssinian Lovebird (Agapornis taranta): A number of young 
between 1931 and 1933. 

Fischer’s Lovebird (Agapornis fischeri) : First young, 1930. 

Masked Lovebird (Agapornis personata) : First young, 1930 ; many 
subsequently. 

Nyasaland Lovebird (Agapornis liliane): First young, 1928 ; 
many subsequently. 

Pennant’s Rosella (Platycercus e. elegans) : 1930 (1). 

Pale-headed Rosella (Platycercus adscitus palliceps): 1931 (2). 

Pale-headed Rosella (Platycercus adscitus palliceps) X Pennant’s 
Rosella (Platycercus e. elegans) : 1940 (1). 
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Red-rumped Parrakeet (Psephotus hematonotus): Many between 
1930 and 1938. 
Blue-winged Grass Parrakeet (Veophema chrysostomus) : 1930 (4) ; 


1933 (2) ; 1937 (4). 
Budgerigar (Melopsittacus undulatus) : Many. 


¥ * o 
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BIRDS OF PARADISE AND BOWER-BIRDS. By Tom IREDALE. 
Georgian House, Melbourne, 1950. pp. i-xii, 1-239, 33 coloured 
plates. Price £5 55. net. 


Nothing is more welcome to ornithologists and bird amateurs than 
a comprehensive monograph of an attractive group of birds, with 
complete illustrations in colours. When these are the gorgeous 
Birds of Paradise and the interesting Bower Birds, the anticipation is 
great. Yet Mr. T. Iredale’s book is a cause of deep disappointment 
and dissatisfaction. 

Order in planning and clarity in writing are first necessities ; they 
are conspicuously wanting throughout this book. Peculiarity is 
pressed to the point of erraticness, and one can hardly ever find the 
information one wants. Unsuccessful attempts at humour such as 
heading the chapter on Cicinnurus “‘ The Little King and his friends ” 
are of doubtful taste in this sort of a work. Furthermore, the author’s 
queer conception of nomenclature, species relationships, and affinities 
results in a number of fantastic and misleading statements which are 
likely to give the reader erroneous notions. Particularly Mr. Iredale’s 
quaint and repeated assumption that a few odd specimens, found 
among tens of thousands of others, truly represent rare but distinct 
forms rather than hybrids, seems hard to believe. Anyone moderately 
acquainted with Birds of Paradise can easily detect in any of these 
unusual birds the combined characteristics of two well-known species. 
It is also generally known that hybrids are not infrequent in families 
in which profusely ornate males do not usually pair up, but remain 
promiscuous, accepting any female which is attracted to their display 
perch or ground. This happens among the Birds of Paradise, as it 
does in Humming Birds. 

The most commendable feature of the work is a good historical 
account of the various species ; but Mr. Iredale’s unexpected idea of 
a bibliography is a chatty appreciation of a number of authors and 
collectors, with which few will agree in a number of cases. There 
are no original accounts of life habits, and the author’s knowledge of 
the birds is based mostly on the study of museum collections and on 
his own selection of the literature. He does not appear to have ever 
observed them in their native haunts, nor to have watched them in 
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captivity to any extent. The book is well produced, and practically 
all the species and subspecies are figured in colours. It is, however, 
regrettable that so many of the pictures reproduce faithfully the defects 
of faultily mounted skins, giving only a remote idea of the bird in life. 
Pictures of all the known hybrids are certainly useful. 

It is to be deplored that such a book has ever been printed. It will 
probably deter for some time to come the publication of a more 
satisfactory one, from the pen of a naturalist understanding thoroughly 
these magnificent and entrancing birds, and well acquainted with their 
fascinating behaviour. 

J. DeLacour. 
* * 1 
RELEVE DES PSITTACIDES ELEVES EN FRANCE. By 
ArTHUR A. PrestwicH. London, 1950. 

This excellent volume, as the title implies written in French, will 
be of great value to aviculturists. Mr. Prestwich has made long and 
extensive research into the most important French periodicals in 
order to obtain as much information as possible regarding the breeding 
of Parrots and Parrakeets in captivity. He adds that the work is 
a compilation of the records of rearing of Psitticine birds which have 
appeared in the Bulletin de la Société Nationale d’Acclimatation de France, 
La Terre et la Vie, and L’ Oiseau et la Revue Frangaise d’ Ornithologie, and 
that there may be other records which have not been included. 


He states that he will welcome any information regarding any records, 
and recommends that such information should be sent to L’ Oiseau for 
publication. 

The volume is methodically and clearly presented, and is yet another 
example of the careful and useful work being carried out by the Hon. 
Secretary of the Avicultural Society. 


P. B-S. 
*k ae *k 
LIFELONG BOYHOOD: ReEcoLLections oF A _ NATURALIST 
AFIELD. By Love Miter. Illustrated. University of California 
Press, 1950. 226 pages. $2.75. 

In simple, entertaining style, Professor Miller recounts happy 
boyhood days and equally happy manhood days spent in search and 
study of birds and bird fossils. In California, Arizona, and Lower 
California he roughed it with other nature lovers, and the accounts 
of his experiences with the people he found there as well as with the 
birds, make informative and at times fascinating reading. Assuredly, 
Dr. Miller was both fortunate and wise to discover early in his youth 
his intense liking for bird study and to make this his life work. 

The chapter entitled “ The Singing of the Mockingbird” will 
intrigue the minds of al] those who have listened to the Mocker, and 
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“The Biography of Nip and Tuck”, two baby Californian Linnets 
or House-finches, raised successfully by hand, offers some thoughtful 
pointers on the so-called inheritance of singing ability—a controversial 
subject. All in all, Lifelong Boyhood is a pleasant and very readable 
account of a man’s successful activities in his chosen field, that of the 
naturalist. The book, therefore, is of special concern to all concerned 
with the study of birds. 


CarRL NAETHER. 


* * 


* 
NOTES 
CHOUGHS IN KENT AND SUSSEX. 


There have been reports lately of Red-billed Choughs being seen in various parts 
of Sussex and Kent and in The Times of 28th December last appeared a note headed 
“*Chough Mystery Solved ”’ in which the writer stated: ‘‘ There is, it appears, a 
gentleman living in Sussex who keeps Choughs in semi-captivity and had eighteen 
home-bred specimens, almost full winged, in his grounds during the summer. Three 
of them escaped, and it is these three birds, undoubtedly, that have been the cause 
of all the excitement.” The term “ home-bred ” would seem to indicate that these 
birds were bred in captivity, so I sent the cutting to Mr. Prestwich, who, I knew, kept 
all the records of birds bred in captivity. But he had no definite records of breeding 
successes in Great Britain. He quoted the late Dr. W. T. Greene in saying in British 
Birds for Cages and Aviaries that, “‘ if suitable accommodation is provided they will 
breed freely and successfully ”. Dr. Greene was rather fond of making statements 
like this which might have been true, but no one had ever succeeded in providing 
** suitable accommodation ”’. 

I made inquiries and discovered that the birds had wandered from Pippingford 
Park, so wrote to the owner, Mr. Hayley Morriss, who has kindly supplied me with 
the following information. The Choughs came as young birds from Ireland, and 


were liberated at Pippingford Park. He writes: ‘‘ At present I have sixteen birds 
I feed 


which roost on nesting boxes in a large room. them every day by hand. 
During the war some of my Choughs nested, but soldiers always took the eggs. 
Jackdaws are their principal enemies. When the Choughs wander too far, unfortu- 
nately, gallant sportsmen walk out and shoot them. Some people think this a great 
triumph as the birds are rare. They even shoot my Cranes.” 

Let us hope that some of these delightful birds may find “ suitable accommodation ” 
and succeed in rearing families, and that “ gallant sportsmen ” and Jackdaws will 
make themselves scarce. 

I believe Jackdaws are mainly responsible for the scarcity of Choughs in Cornwall 
and other parts of the western coasts, though the egg collecting fiends may have had 
something to do with it. These birds are in vast numbers on all these rocky coasts, 
and occupy every nook with their nests, leaving no room for the Choughs. 

Davip Setu-Smiru. 
LONGEVITY OF AMAZON PARROTS. 


In regard to the longevity of Amazon Parrots, I have a Lutino Blue-fronted which 
I obtained about 1929, when she was already obviously an old bird who had been 
a long time in captivity. She is now quite blind and never finishes moulting her 
feathers completely, but seems healthy and happy in other respects and does not 


mind the cold. BEDFORD 


FeEpING OF Humminc Birps AND MANARINS. 

In response to queries regarding the best food for Humming Birds and Manakins, 
Mr. Lee Crandall writes: “I do not know of any striking change in the formula 
used for Humming Birds in recent years. Our basic food consists of one teaspoonful 
each of condensed milk (Nestle’s), Mellin’s Food and honey to four ounces of water. 
To this we add Zymadrops (a vitamin concentrate), as well as a very little beef con- 
centrate. The formula is varied from time to time, of course, according to the condi 
tion of the birds. The mixture is removed in late afternoon and replaced with honey 
water, to avoid the risk of souring. 


nara ee enna aes 
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For Manakins the staple diet is the usual Mockingbird food, with egg and carrot, 
thoroughly mixed with mashed banana, given in the morning. Later in the day, 
diced bananas and grapes are added. Even the most delicate kinds will thrive on 
this food. They will not take mealworms, but all will go to no end of trouble to 
extract liquid food from a Humming Bird or Sun Bird feeder, if one is available. 
We try to keep this at a minimum because too much quickly produces excess fat. With 
birds below par, a limited quantity is no doubt beneficial. 


A COLLECTION OF WATER FowL IN CANADA. 


I do not keep many ducks, but the following is a list of the species in my collection. 
Canada, White Cheeked, Cackling, Barnacle, Grey Lag, Pink Foot, White Front, Blue, 
Snow, Barhead, Egyptian, Blue- Winged Abyssinian, Magellan, Mute Swans, Mandarin, 
Pintail, Wood Duck. 

My breeding season has not been particularly successful, but I have reared Canada, 
Barheads, Blue and Egyptian Geese this year. Some other species were starting to 
breed, when we had fox trouble, which disturbed them and prevented some birds 
from laying, in addition to those that were lost. 

You might be interested in knowing that Colonel Niall Rankin who was in Alaska 
last spring sent me thirty-nine goose eggs from Alaska, including Cackling, White 
Front, Emperor, and Black Brant. Apparently it is not practical to ship goose eggs 
long distances by air, as out of the thirty-nine eggs, I hatched and reared only two, 
one very lovely Emperor and one Cackling. These two birds are being shipped to 
Colonel Rankin and he will no doubt be giving the society a complete story on his trip 
and results. 

Owing to Canadian regulations, it is not now possible for us to bring birds in from 
England or Europe, or from the United States, so that collections in Canada will 
remain fairly static as far as any new varieties are concerned until these regulations 
change. 

I have one breeding pair of Grey Lag Geese, the gander of which is at least twenty- 
five years old, and probably older. They laid four eggs, but were disturbed during 
hatching, so were gathered and set under a hen. One chick hatched, but unfortunately 
was accidentally lost. It will be interesting to see whether this old gander will again 
be able to survive the winter, and contribute fertility to the eggs next year. He seems 
to be in good shape, but is somewhat stiff in the joints. This bird was acquired from 
an importer in New York in 1928, was mature at the time, and was in my collection 
for approximately twelve years before the pair decided to lay. Since then they have 
laid every year, although the female was killed some years ago and he is now mated 
to his second mate. I have young birds from the usual species of common pheasants 
such as Golden, Lady Amherst, Reeves, and Silver, and also from Swinhoe and 
Impeyan. I am particularly pleased with the young Impeyan Pheasants, having five 
well developed youngsters out of a hatch of six. 

Three species of Peafowl, Blue, Black Shouldered, and White, have produced 
rather well, with somewhat over one hundred chicks. 

We have had a cool wet summer, not particularly helpful for rearing Pheasants, 
and the weather is still unsettled. Most collections in this area have had an average 
season however. 

H. G. Macr. 


Tue Inpian RINGNECK PARRAREET IN CHINA. 


Breeders and fanciers of Parrakeets may be interested to know that the common 
Indian Ringneck also exists in China. When I was last in Hong Kong in 1937 I saw 
tw Parrakeets flying high over the Hong Kong Public Garden. I thought these 
wae some single escaped or released birds, but from an article in the Hong Kong 
Naturalist, by Mr. Herklots, I have learned now that a strong colony of this Parrot 
exists in Hong Kong and that the species also occurs in Macao. Evidently this 
colony has been founded by some escaped or released birds. Mr. Herklots states 
that prior to 1931 there were probably less than a dozen birds, but that they had 
increased considerably after 1931, for he counted two flocks of eleven and fifteen 
birds and two more flocks of fifteen and eighteen birds were observed in the compound 
of the Hong Kong University. Their headquarters seem to be the grounds of the 
Flagstaff House, where they possibly breed. 


ALEX HamPE. 
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THE NEED TO SUPPLY PARROT-LIKE BIRDS WITH GREEN TWIGS 
AND BRANCHES 


The longer I keep Parrot-like birds of nearly all species, the more convinced I am 
that aviculturists and zoos make a great mistake in not keeping these birds regularly 
supplied, in cage and aviary, with the green twigs or branches of non-poisonous, 
deciduous trees, renewed as regularly as food and water, though not, of course, 
necessarily with the same frequency. Parrot-like birds at liberty spend a great part 
of their time nibbling and eating the bark and buds of trees, and deprivation of this 
natural exercise is, I am sure, a great hardship to them, not only injuring their health, 
but leading to the development of various tiresome vices, the direct or indirect result 
of idleness. 

BEDFORD. 
CrROWHOLT, 
Woburn, 
BLETCHLEY, Bucks. 


BREEDING RESULTS AT WOBURN IN 1950 


Losses among Red-breasted Goslings at Woburn, though heavier than usual, were 
not quite as bad as M. Delacour states in his Notes. We reared 12 out of 19 hatched ; 
not 70. 

I did not myself breed Pileated Parrakeets, although Mr. Boosey was successful 
with a pair of birds he was keeping for me, three of whose young are now in my 
collection. 

Budgerigars bred and trained to “‘ home ” can be left at controlled liberty through- 
out the winter, although it is true that a high percentage of unselected birds not bred 


from a homing strain willgo away in autumn. I now have about 27 reliable homers. 


BEDFORD. 


CrRowHOLT, 
Woburn, 
BLETCHLEY, Bucks. 


“ THE AMALGAMATION ”—A SUGGESTION 


As a very old member of our Society, I wish to congratulate our Council on this 
wise move ; for one thing, we will get information as to how Aviculture is carried 
on in a free country, such as it was here in my earlier days before we were socialized, 
form-ridden with every other evil that can be devised to break the spirit of a once 
great nation. I for one welcome anything avicultural or otherwise, that will tend 
to awaken again the good old spirit of independence which of late years has been 
hopelessly lost, the first nail in our coffin being supplied by the ramp over Parrot 
disease, which I don’t suppose killed one person for all the deaths caused by ’flu this 
winter. 

Now for my suggestion; I see by Mr. Delacour’s article that the Avicultural 
Society of America intends to publish a “ Year Book”’. I think this should be made 
available to our members, as I am sure it would be full of valuable information, 
as year books generally are. I may say that I was a member of the American Society 
when it started, and for many years afterwards when they used to borrow our coloured 
plates. The articles published by our friends across the Atlantic were so refreshing, 
especially the visits to various aviaries, not leaving out the sumptuous teas with 
** cookies ”’. 

W. H. Workman. 
LIsMORE, 
WInpsor AVENUE, 
BELFAST. 











76 CORRESPONDENCE 


BIRD SHOWS 


I see that Mr. Goodwin has returned to the charge against bird shows. Whether 
they attract or repel persons who visit them is a matter of opinion. I prefer that of 
the editor of Cage Birds, whose experience must be unrivalled. He has stated that 
bird shows are the principal recruiting ground for our hobby, and such knowledge 
as I have goes to confirm his view. 

One can agree, however, that the exhibition of a Swallow in a small cage at the 
National Show was regrettable ; it certainly didn’t look happy. Nevertheless, the 
Swallow tribe make particularly charming pets, and if hand-reared they are perfectly 
happy in a modified captivity. 

I had two Sand Martins which I could handle like kittens, and they so little resented 
captivity (in a large aviary) that I could release them without fear. They flew up 
into the sky and joined the wild House Martins till I held out my hand, when they 
at once swooped down to me. I had, of course, trained them to do this in their 
aviary. It is possible that they would be content in a cage if released two or three 
times a day in a large room. Bird watchers, who achieve such marvels as taking of a 
census of different species, could perhaps ascertain what proportion of the day 
Swallows spend in the air as compared with the hours of sitting and watching the 
world go by. One would also need to discover how far their flights are for pleasure 
and how far they are merely a necessary effort to obtain food. At the National Show 
there was a large aviary containing Pheasants, the aviary being put there by the 
maker as an advertisement. If such a structure could be used for exhibiting a few 
Swallows they would be a great attraction. They are very affectionate and show a 
flattering appreciation of our company. 

A. H. Scorr. 
FROGHAM, 
FORDINGBRIDGE. 


‘i Soy Editor does not accept responsibility for opinions expressed in articles or correspon- 
lence. 
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eipeenies ge FOR ELECTION 


Miss B. ADAMSON, Se ellington Street, Slough, Bucks. Proposed by Derek Goodwin. 
G. H. Baxer, — Miss K. Bonner. 
Curve Bennett, nates, 45 Louis Dr venue, Bollington, nr. pd Proposed by 


R. oo BLACKER, North Grange, Skirlaugh, Hull, Yorks. Proposed by A. 


p.'M. Easniox, The Mill H , Sonning, Berks. Proposed by C. R. Freeman. 
4 pure, « gn 6511 heat Avena Seattle, Sarensedlcd U.S.A. Proposed 


R. _Ganers, 1 Amovale Gardens, Woodthorpe, Nottingham. Proposed by A. C. 


w. G , 56 Park Road, Spalding, eescory M. Gill 
: 5 Gora lat Do pea tee oF Slee K: ene: 


A yeoman de A. eit — 4.36 2191 University Avenue 
Berkeley 4, Calif, ag by D. S. Brock. j 


W. M. Ruo-Himert, 43 Westview Driv Woodford Green, Essex. Proposed by 

Seattle, Washington, U.S.A. Proposed 
Catt H. Stan, Frederiundovs 168, Bronshej, Copenhagen, Denmark. Proposed 
R. H. van Wacnem, Joh. Geradtsweg 44, Hilversum, Holland. Proposed by G. de 
H. Wanita,“ Brynderi,” Penygarn, Pontypool, Mon. Proposed by T. R. Holmes 


Major D. Wi.18-Fiemine, 21 Torhill Road, Torquay. "flames Jj. Yealland. 
Yuvray SHree VimBHADRASINGHJI OF BHAVNAGAR, Nilam Palace, Bhavnagar, 
Saurashtra, India. Proposed by Pradyuman K. Desai 


Dick Zzorun, 413 E. 22nd Avenue, Speke + 10, Washington, U.S.A. Proposed by 
George W. Noreen. 
NEW MEMBERS 
The twenty-six Candidates for Election, proposed in the January-Fe » 1951, 
f the Bout, 


number of the AvicuLTURAL Macazineg, were duly elected members of the 
Basil May, however, later withdrew his name. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


Mrs. J. cee ah RA tea, Wa ” Chidham, Chichester, Sussex. 
P. A. Braprorp, to Kings Arms, “oer Street, London, 8.W. 18. 


N. Hurcumson, to Rainton A wari, Fenechouae, i Durham. 
‘R. Lazext, to 116 The Sunny Roady Enfield 
E., Sansa Wakwene U.S.A. 


Gerorce W. i 2 to 5203 12th 
CORRECTED ADDRESS 
Mrs. V. M, Bourne, 78 Idmiston Road, West Norwood, 8.E. 27. 
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volumes, 298 coloured plates. Brehm, Tierleben, 13 volumes, 4to, 500 coloured plates. 
Brown, Practical Taxidermy. Cox, Coursing and Falconry. Chapman, Bird Life of the 
Borders. Crawshay, The Birds of Tierra del Fuego, 21 hand-coloured plates. Frogatt, 
Some Useful Australian Birds, 65 coloured plates. Greene, Parrots in Captivity, 3 volumes, 
8 coloured plates. Hudson, Birds of La Plata, 2 volumes, 22 coloured plates.. bis, 
various volumes. - Iredale, Birds of Paradise. ar Alden 0 as 
“os coloured plates. Neunzig, Fremdlandische Stubenvogel, also Einheimische, many 

coloured plates. Reichenow, Papageien, 33 coloured plates of 257 figures. Murphy, 
Oceanic Birds of South America, 2 volumes. Nicoll, Birds of Egypt, 2 volumes, folio. 
Priest, Birds of Southern Rhodesia, 4 volumes, 40 coloured plates. Seth-Smith, Parrakeets, 
Thorburn, Birds of Prey, 12 signed coloured plates with matter in carton. Whittaker, 
The Birds of Tunisia, 2 volumes. Wilkinson, Shanghai Birds. Salim Ali, Indian Hill 
Birds. Roberts, The Birds of South Africa. Aviculture, vol. 1. Cayley, What Bird 
is That? Barrett, Parrots of Australasia. Whistler, Handbook of Indian Birds. Banner- 
man, Birds of Tropical West Africa, vols. 5,6, 7. Alpheraky, Geese of Europe and Asia. 
Archer, Birds of British Somaliland, 2 volumes. Witherby, Handbook of British Birds, 
% volumes.—Apply to W. B. Frosricx, 26 Minster Precincts, Peterborough. 


WATERFOWL RINGS 


Members are reminded that the Society’s special blue rings are always available. 
All Watevfowl should carry them. 


ena oe 3 : ; : . Price 2s. 3d. per dozen, post free 


. : . 9 25. 9d. 5, ” ” 
bs * Malad Pintail, etc. ‘ : ss Be. ea Pe Paap = 
» ; 3 bid ”? 35. gd. ” ” 
Requests Pag rings should be siibcaieed to ies Hon. Secretary, Avicultural Society, 
c/o Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 8, from whom ail 
particulars can be obtained. 


COLOURED PLATES 


Surplus copies of coloured plates that have appeared in the AvicuLTURAL MAGAZINE 
suitable for framing. About eighty different plates are available. Price 1s. each, 
postage on any number gd. extra. Apply to the Hon. Secretary. 





Practical Hints on the K: ‘ren ges Md f Gouldian Finches, 
by P. W. Teague, 1s. 1d.—To be obtained from Stephen Austin & Sons 
Ltd., Fore Street, Hertford, Herts. 





STEPHEN AUSTIN AND SONS, LTD., PRINTERS, HERTFORD, 





